
 

 

TRANSCRIPT 

 

RE: COMMISSIONER APPOINTMENTS 1/17/17 

 

SUBJECT: REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 

 

  

38:50 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: Redevelopment. We have 3 appointments, the council has 2 appointments. 

Some people applied to both boards. I think Tim Clark, Jim Schultz applied to both. Specifically, 

we have Tina Bedey, Tim Clark, Jim Schultz, Brandon Harris, Danny Key, and Jerry Pittman has 

applied for redevelopment commission. So, how do you want to do it? One at a time, you want 

all 3? Because we have 3 appointments. 

 

DAVE ANDERSON: It really doesn’t make a difference. If you want to go through them one at 

a time if you’d like. I think that would probably be the best thing.  

 

DIANA BIDDLE: Well, we’ve always had, up until this last term or two, we have always had 

either a commissioner or a council person on that board. 

 

DAVE ANDERSON: Right. 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: And then for some reason, we didn’t have. We had, Joe was on, Keith Baker 

was on, then, oh I can’t remember who else. Somebody else from council was on. (from 

audience…Dave Redding) Dave Redding, thank you. I couldn’t remember. So I think it’s pretty 

important for RDC to work with some of the elected officials in order to get some of these things 

done.…. Because we also get a lot of phone calls in the office about business.  

 

So I’ll make a motion to appoint, since we’ve got some of these over-lapping people, I’ll make a 

motion that the commissioners appoint Jerry Pittman, Tina Bedey, and Danny Key to the RDC. 

 

DA: That’s not exactly one at a time, but we can do it that way. 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: Well, I asked you “one at a time?” and you said “no, go ahead” (from 

audience, “no, he said one at a time) Ok, so I’ll make a motion that we appoint Jerry. 

 

DAVE ANDERSON: I’ll second the motion. All those in favor….. (Jerry abstained) 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: We’ve got 2 more. Tina Bedey applied only to our board, so I make a motion 

that we reappoint her to redevelopment.  

 



Jerry seconded. Passed. 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: And then I’ll make a motion to appoint Danny Key to redevelopment. 

 

JERRY PITTMAN: I’ll second that motion. 

 

(Beth Mulry asked spelling of his name, DIANA BIDDLE stated Key and added that “he’s 

Brown County Real Estate, he’s a local real estate developer-sells real estate, I guess”) 

 

DAVE ANDERSON: Question or comments? 

 

PAUL NAVARRO: Did he get interviewed along with anybody else? 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: Interviewed….we’ve got letters of intent and we talked to them on the phone. 

 

PAUL NAVARRO: With a lot of other appointments, didn’t people actually talk to you in front 

of the whole group? 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: We really didn’t do that this time because we had so many that were just 

reappointments. 

 

DAVE ANDERSON: Of course, being in front of the whole group, that would be an ideal 

circumstance, Paul.  I appreciate you’re asking about that. 

 

PAUL NAVARRO: Not impossible ? (didn’t get the last word) 

 

DAVE ANDERSON: Not impossible, certainly, but to get us all 3 together, you know we’ve got 

to set a special meeting, call a special meeting. People kind of cop an attitude if they see us all 

sitting in the office together, not a scheduled meeting, and that’s the law, and that’s the way it 

should be. So it kinda prohibits us from, in a group, interviewing anyone. But we talk to people 

on the phone, you know, and so that’s the best we’ve got going on right now and if you’re 

unhappy about it, I don’t blame you and I understand it, but we’re limited in the way we can do 

it, so anyway, any comments from anybody? 

 

CHRIS ROSS: I just wanted to make a statement about the fact that Brandon Harris has been 

attending those meeting of the RDC and has shown a very serious interest in being part of it and 

I’m curious why you’re not considering him seriously because he has shown a considerable 

interest in being on that board. 

 

JERRY PITTMAN: We’ve considered every application…..seriously. 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: And we also had to consider who had applied to multiple boards (audience 

question “Did he (Brandon) apply to both?”)  I’m not sure that he applied on both. I just have 

him on my list. 

 

PAUL NAVARRO: How did you consider him if you don’t know? 



 

DIANA BIDDLE: I’m not sure what that question is, but… 

 

PAUL NAVARRO: You said you considered each person, and now, she asked – did he apply to 

two boards and you said….. (DIANA BIDDLE interrupted) 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: I don’t believe he applied to council, I don’t have him on my council list. 

Keith (Baker), do you know?  (Keith responded: “he did not”) He did not apply to your board? 

Because I’ve got Jim and Tim and the other Jim, applied to council. 

 

JERRY PITTMAN: We do consider every application and look at them, consider them, talk to 

them, on the phone or in person so to make a rational, informed, and hopefully, intelligent 

decision. 

 

DAVE ANDERSON: Ok. We have a motion and a second. (motion passed) 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: And then I think council will be, will you be appointing, Keith, at your next 

meeting? (Keith responded, “Monday night, on the 22nd) On the 22nd, ok. That’s right, you guys 

changed your night, didn’t you. 

 

2:22:40 

 

PAUL NAVARRO: I hadn’t planned on talking tonight and I’m sort of disappointed to have to 

bring this up, but I think everybody here understands that there are certain bedrocks of 

competent, effective, and responsible government.  

 

And two of those bedrocks are transparency and accountability. And I think it’s important to note 

that historically, in the past few years, there have been problems with commissioner 

appointments. I won’t be specific unless you’d like me to about what I’m referring to, because I 

think everybody knows what they were. And tonight’s appointments, statements were made that 

you’ve considered and interviewed every applicant, if not in person, by phone, and that is not 

true. ( DA said something here but it was not understandable) And I think it needs to be stated 

for the record that that is not true. 

 

DAVE ANDERSON: So stated, your good. I’m not saying I….. (interrupted by DIANA 

BIDDLE) 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: I talked to some applicants by phone. 

 

PAUL NAVARRO: I think, if you go back over the record, it was stated that you take it very 

seriously as far as the interviewing of the appointments and they were all contacted in person or 

by phone. And I think that I could quote that. 

 

DAVE ANDERSON: Thank you. 

 

2:30:30 



 

BRANDON HARRIS: Hello commissioners. My name is Brandon Harris. I appreciate Paul 

stepping up and speaking for me, but I figured I get up and get on the record just directly with 

the 3 of you. I did put in for the RDC. I’d been working with the RDC, pretty much 7 months of 

the year, on invite from President, Dave Redding, and by Keith Baker when he let go of the spot. 

On Dec 15, because you know last year, at the end, the appointments got delayed multiple times. 

Last year, the dates, you guys changed. But just for the record, I did send you guys a letter on 

December 15th and an email. 

 

And Diana, tonight, you said that I had not submitted a letter of interest to you… 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: No, not to us, to the council: No, I did not.:  

 

BRANDON HARRIS:  I sent it to you and when you read my name off, it proved that you guys 

had it, but neither Jerry, nor Dave, nor you, nobody contacted me to speak about the RDC. And 

I’m not taking it personal, I just feel that I earned it a little bit. I enjoyed working for the county 

this year. 

 

Since April this year, I feel I made a slight, beneficial impact in that short time. I’m currently 

involved with Jim Kemp on the Helmsburg revitalization project, with Tina Bedey and Jim 

Schultz on the BC HCI, which I’m still working on and going to be on the radio on February 7th, 

speaking on that, which is an RDC program.  As well as I formed an outdoor education learning 

center in Van Buren elementary school and I plan on expanding that to the other 2 elementary 

schools in 2018. 

 

These are current projects that I intend to follow through with and look forward to working with 

the team again as a member of the calendar 2018 respectfully. So I’m not quite sure if the time I 

put in last year was not taken into consideration on my application. I just wanted to ask that to 

you guys directly please. 

 

DIANA BIDDLE: You know these are 1 year terms and we don’t um, there’s no requirement on 

our part to reappoint anyone from year to year so it’s real….we had 6/7, 6 candidates on our side. 

Council had 4 on their side. It’s just a matter of picking those candidates that we think will carry 

the commissioners and the councils vision forward in terms of economic redevelopment. And 

that’s what we did. 

 

BRANDON HARRIS: Very well. But nobody tried to reach out to me from the commissioners. 

 

DAVE ANDERSON: I did not. 

 

PITTMAN: I didn’t personally, no.  


