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Newsletter                      December 2019 

 
LWVBC BOARD MEETINGS 

January 13, 2020 
 

10 am – 12 pm 
Brown County Public Library, lower level 

 
Board meetings are held the second 

Monday of every month 
 

League Members and Friends, and 
the public, are welcome to attend 

   
 

 

GOVERNMENT AND BOARD 
MEETINGS 

 

Brown County Election Board: Salmon Room 
 

• December 10, 2019 9:00 am at the LIBRARY  
(Election Equipment Vendor proposal review) 
 

• December 12, 6:00 pm (Salmon room) 

 
Brown County Commissioners: Salmon Room,  
first Wednesday of the month 9:00 am; third Wednesday of 
the month 4:00 pm 
 

• December 11, 4:00 pm   ATTEND TO SHOW 
SUPPORT FOR PAPER BALLOTS   

• January 2, 9:00 am   
• January 15, 6:00 pm 

 
Brown County Council: Salmon Room, third Monday 
of the month, 6:30 pm. 
 

• December 16, 6:30 pm. Agenda may include budget 
approval for Brown County Election Board voting 
equipment 

• January 20, 6:30 pm 

 
Note: for all government and advisory board meetings and to 
verify times, please check the Brown County government 
calendar: http://browncounty-in.gov or the Brown County 
Democrat: www.browncountydemocrat.com. 
 

 

In This Issue 
 

  • Calendar            • Five Things to Watch for in Wake of Go Red For Ed Rally 
  • BC Election Board Invites Equipment                  • Lake Monroe Stakeholder Meeting January 14, 2020 

Proposals for 2020 Election          • Focus on Our Members 
  • LWVBC Appeal to County for Paper Ballots           • Three Perspectives on IUCRE Media Discussion 
  • Support Public Education – Go RED for ED           • Updates from LWVUS: Fair Maps, ERA, DACA 
     
   
   
 
        

  
    

 

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE 
 

Community Forum on Lake 
Monroe 

 

January 14, 2020 6:45 – 8:30 pm 
Brown County Public Library 

 
Hosted by LWV Brown County,  

LWV Bloomington-Monroe County, and 
Friends of Lake Monroe 

 
Please see article on in this newsletter  

for more information 
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BC Election Board Requests Quotes for 2020 Voting Equipment 
 
In November, the Brown County Election Board, realizing the leases for the voting equipment the County used in the 
2016 and 2018 have ended, voted to explore options for leasing or purchasing new voting equipment for the 2020 primary 
and general elections.  
 
The Board, comprised of County Clerk Kathy Smith, Democratic representative (and Board President) Amy Kelso, and 
Republican Representative Mark Williams, developed a detailed Request for Proposal (RFP) that was sent to six Indiana 
state-approved vendors of voting equipment (MicroVote/KnowInk, ES&S, GBS, VR Systems, RBM/Unisyn and 
Runbeck) in late November. The Election Board requested bids on three types of voting system options: 
 

1. Paper ballots to be completed manually by voters, with a companion electronic ballot marking device to satisfy 
handicap access requirements and to provide a voter verifiable paper audit trail with both types of paper ballots; 
both to be counted in a digital scanner. 

2. Electronic voting or ballot marking device systems with individually printed voter verifiable paper audit trail, 
including handicap access requirements, and separate digital scanning machines to count the votes. 

3. Voting equipment used by Brown County in the 2016 General Election and/or the 2018 Primary and General 
Election, so long as the equipment meets applicable legislative requirements. 

The Board will open the bids during a meeting on December 10, 9:00 – 9:30 am, then meet in executive session to review 
the bids and prepare their proposal to the County Commissioners. The Election Board and Brown County Commissioners 
will meet in Executive Session December 10th, 2:00 pm, prior to the open meeting at 4:00 pm. Indiana State law mandates 
the bids not be made public until an award is made by the County Commissioners. The Brown County Council will meet 
December 16 at 6:30 pm.  It is anticipated that the budget for new election equipment will be reviewed for approval at that 
time. 
 
 
LWVBC asks County Council to Meet Minimum Voting Security Needs with Paper 
Ballots 
 
The LWVBC Board approved a motion to request that Brown County Council and Commissioners improve Election 
Security with, at minimum, providing paper ballots (completed by hand or printed by voting equipment). On November 
18, League President Shari Frank made the following presentation to the Brown County Council, requesting the Council 
consider paper ballots as a minimum step to improve election security for the 2020 elections and beyond. The 
presentation, with links to references, was subsequently emailed to the Council.  The script of the presentation follows. 
 
Thank you for giving me time on the agenda to talk about election security on behalf of League of Women Voters Brown 
County. I’m Shari Frank, President of our League. As you know, voting is important to us.  
 
Brown County has a great opportunity to get new voting equipment for 2020. The voting machines used in 2016 and 2018 
were leased, and the lease is up. The Election board is in the process of getting quotes from vendors.  
 
Everyone’s too busy to do a bunch of research so I want to share what the League has found on making elections more 
secure. At minimum - Paper.  

• In 2016 and 18 Brown County voting machines were electronic only.  
• No paper.  
• No way to audit the vote to make sure it was accurate.  
• No way to do a recount if that was needed.  
• No way for the voter to know the machine correctly recorded the votes they intended.  

 
In 2018 and again this year, counties in Indiana reported voter complaints that touch screen voting machines switched 
their vote to a different candidate. Election officials responded that that was rare and was either user error or could be 
corrected by recalibration when reported. But what if some people didn’t notice the problem? Or if voters didn’t report the 
problem because they were in a hurry to get to work.1  A paper ballot will help make sure the machine recorded what 
the voter wanted. 
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Studies show the bare minimum to improve security is to provide a paper ballot:  
• Indiana passed a law to require verifiable paper ballots by 2030.  
• In July this year a US Senate Intelligence Bipartisan report confirms cyberattacks, and recommends ‘At a 

minimum, any machine purchased going forward should have a voter-verifiable paper trail’ 2 
• A National Study in 2018, supported by the National Academy of Sciences, concluded ‘All local, state, and 

federal elections should be conducted using human-readable paper ballots by the 2020 presidential 
election.’ 3  

• ES&S is one of the largest election equipment suppliers in the US. The CEO wrote an Op-Ed in July this year 
saying ES&S will no longer sell machines that don’t provide a paper trail.4 That would mean the machines Brown 
County used in 2016 and 2018 won’t be sold anymore. (Clarification 11/19: GBS provided Brown County voting 
machines. ES&S provided poll books. ES&S is recommending eliminating paperless voting.)  

• League of Women Voters position is a minimum requirement for security is a Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail, 
or VVPAT5. Without paper, the election security is at risk because there is no way to verify or audit results.  

 
But there are different ways to get this paper ballot: It can be printed by machine or filled out by hand by the voter. This 
needs a closer look. If one of the reasons to have paper ballots is so voters can verify their votes, we want to know – do 
computer printed ballot summaries do this? Research says maybe not 6 because:  

• Many voters will not even attempt to verify their ballot  
• Even voters who check their ballots don’t remember their choices or they don’t catch errors  
• Printed ballots are often hard to read for those voters who DO try to verify their ballot  

 
This year’s Nashville election used touch screen machines with a printed paper ballot. I along with other members of the 
League observed the election. I did a little nonscientific exit poll, asking a few voters: ‘Were you able to check your ballot 
to verify that it matched what you picked on the touch screen?’ Some of the responses were:  

• Oh, I didn’t realize I should do that.  
• Oh, that would have been a good idea. And...  
• Are you kidding? I couldn’t read that!  

 
So, what is the best way to verify a paper ballot shows a voter’s choices accurately? Some say it is to have voter hand 
marked paper ballots unfiltered by a computer. Even though with hand marked ballots there could be the occasional 
voter error, at least these errors aren’t the result of machine of third-party interference.  
 
Besides paper ballots, I hope the county will also consider how easy it is to vote when choosing the next election 
equipment.  
 
Using computers to vote can be intimidating. Again, observing the Town Election was very telling. Some observations:  

• Every voter needed some instruction on the process  
• We observed 12% to 30% of voters needing further help using the voting machine, often with two judges guiding 

them through the ballot, and helping them use the scanner.  
• Even with only 3 races on the ballot, lines started to form if 6 people showed up at once to vote because voters 

needed time on the machines.  
 
Then of course there is cost to consider. Vendors say voter hand marked paper ballots are the least expensive way to go. 
Why? Because fewer machines are needed. If voters hand mark ballots, the only machines needed at each polling place 
will be one scanner and one electronic machine with handicap accessibility. With 12 precincts, that’s 12 scanners and 12 
electronic voting machines. To use electronic machines, each precinct needs three machines and one scanner, for a total of 
at least 36 machines and 12 scanners.  
 
To conclude, the League is asking the County Council, Commissioners and the Election board to consider these factors 
when choosing election equipment for 2020. We ask for minimum security measures to provide some kind of Voter 
Verifiable paper ballot. And we also ask you to think about how easy it is to vote, and whether the ballots will truly 
represent voters’ intent.  
 
We believe that if voters have confidence in the voting systems, voter turnout will be higher. And we think that’s win-win. 
Thank you for your time.  P.S. If anyone wants more info or copies of the studies, just ask. 
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References:  
1 Faulty machines blamed for switching votes in second consecutive Greater Lafayette election Dave Bangert, Lafayette Journal & Courier; 
https://www.jconline.com/story/news/2019/11/05/faulty-machines-again-blamed-switching- votes-greater-lafayette-races/4163625002/  
2 Senate Intel Releases Election Security Findings in First Volume of Bipartisan Russia Report 
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2019/7/senate-intel-releases-election-security- findings-in-first-volume-of-bipartisan-russia-report  
3 Securing the Vote: Protecting American Democracy; https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25120/securing-the-vote-protecting-american-democracy  
4 A paper record for every voter: It’s time for Congress to act https://www.rollcall.com/news/opinion/paper-record-every-voter-time-congress-act  
5 Securing our elections: Verifiable ballots. http://www.lwvin.org/files/white_paper_on_paper_trail.pdf  
6 What Voters are Asked to Verify Affects Ballot Verification: A Quantitative Analysis of Voters’ Memories of their Ballots* Georgia Institute of 
Technology 4/19. https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3292208  
 
 
Public Education Needs our Support: Red for Ed! 
 
LWVBC Member Kathy Smith-Andrew attended the Go Red for Ed Rally at the Indiana Statehouse on November 19.   
She sent the following email to her list of public education supporters. 
 
“It was Epic!  We were a sea of red!  There were so many of us that our March for Education had to be divided.  Half of 
us went to the west, and my half went north around the Statehouse and the two Indiana Government Center 
Buildings. Cars and trucks going by us honked their horns to show their support for teachers. (On our bus ride South to 
where we left our car, other passengers gave up their seats, insisting that teachers are angels, and we shouldn’t be treated 
the way we are treated!)   
 
“Our marchers met again at the South end of the Statehouse, where the lines of teachers waiting to enter one of three 
doors available to go through Security and enter the Statehouse, were long and loud!  “Red for Ed!” and “Enough is 
Enough!” rang out all morning.   
 
“After the March, we went for a leisurely lunch downtown, then we walked back to the Statehouse where we had exited 
and then boarded our public bus. All three lines of teachers waiting to go into the Statehouse were still about a block’s 
length long. That was 90 minutes after the March for Education had ended. These young teachers with their sometimes- 
funny signs: ‘My bra supports me better than the Governor does!’ ‘Don’t make me use my Teacher Voice!’ were so 
enthusiastic and determined that it really warmed my heart! I have been worried for years because we didn’t see them at 
meetings, rallies, and fundraisers for pro-education legislators. I thought maybe they were so depressed from their mounds 
of extra paperwork, the oppressive high stakes testing, and the bad press we sometimes get from parents. They were a 
wonderful answer to my fears about them today, and even though I have listened to six hours of Impeachment Hearings 
since we returned home, I still have a smile on my face! 
 
“I emailed my messages to our two legislators and the Governor last night, so we didn’t have to wait to go into the 
Statehouse.  Here’s what I sent to them: 
 

Average pay for all teachers in Indiana was $50,614 in the 2017-18 school year. That's significantly  
lower than surrounding states, a fact often cited by teachers and their advocates when pushing for  
better pay. A study released earlier this year found it would take over $650million to bring average  
pay in Indiana up to the regional median, but that teachers would still be behind where they were in  
2000, when adjusted for inflation. 

 
“This excerpt from the Indianapolis Star article …’Why they are Marching?’  November 18, 2019,  is all I need to see to 
join the Rally, and March with Public School Teachers, Administrators, and Support Staff this Tuesday!” 
 
League members, if you wish to contact Governor Holcomb and our state representatives, their contact information 
follows. 
 

Governor Eric Holcomb 
By email:  http://www.in.gov/gov/2752.htm  
By mail: Office of the Governor, Statehouse, Indianapolis IN 46204-2797 
By phone: 317-232-4567 
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State senator Eric Koch 
By email:  S44@iga.in.gov 
By mail:  200 W. Washington, Indianapolis IN 46204 
By phone:  317-232-9400 

 
State representative Chris May 
By email: h65@in.gov 
By mail: 200 W. Washington, Indianapolis IN 46204 
By phone: 317-234-9028 

 
 
Five Things to Watch for in Wake of Red for Ed Teacher Rally 
 
Source: Indianapolis Business Journal, November 20, 2019 
Written by Emma Kate Fittes, Chalkbeat Indiana 
 
Tuesday’s Red for Ed rally at the Indiana Statehouse saw thousands of teachers attend, but what happens next? The one-
day demonstration ended without any promises from lawmakers, but the state’s top Republican legislator suggested the 
massive gathering could lead to changes down the road. 
 
“We get it,” said House Speaker Brian Bosma, addressing teachers from the House chamber. “We get that you’re 
frustrated. We get that you are concerned.” 
 
The rally marked the state’s first large-scale demonstration amid a wave of teacher activism nationwide. Indiana State 
Police said more than 5,000 people were inside the Statehouse, but that number did not include the people amassed 
outside. The Indiana State Teachers Association, the state’s largest union, estimated around 20,000 teachers attended, and 
said that 146 school districts across the state canceled classes. 
 
The state teachers union is asking the General Assembly to do three things: allocate part of the state’s more than $2 billion 
surplus to schools; pass a hold-harmless provision to protect teachers and schools from any negative consequences related 
to low 2019 ILEARN test scores; and repeal new licensing requirements mandating teachers to do 15 hours of 
professional development related to their community’s workforce needs. 
 
Teachers who were there also demanded higher pay, smaller class sizes, less standardized testing and more respect, 
among other things. 
 
It remains to be seen how many of their requests will find support among the General Assembly’s Republican 
supermajority, especially when the state’s budget is already set through 2020. Here are five things to watch as the story 
unfolds: 

1. Lawmakers will consider decoupling teacher evaluations from test scores. Bosma said lawmakers need to 
take a “hard look” at separating teacher assessments from test scores. Currently, standardized test scores 
factor into teacher’s rating, which affects whether they are eligible for raises or bonuses. 

Education advocates, including State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jennifer McCormick, have called for 
decoupling the two for years, arguing that the standardized test in Indiana has become too high-stakes. But until now, the 
idea has not seen support from lawmakers, such as Bosma, who backed previous education reforms aimed at increasing 
accountability. 
 
“Maybe that doesn’t make as much sense as it seemed to 20 years ago,” the House Speaker said during a legislative 
preview Indiana chamber hosted on Monday. 
 

2. A hold-harmless provision is expected to pass quickly. Passing a hold-harmless provision to protect 
teacher evaluations and schools’ A-F grades from potential negative consequences of low ILEARN scores 
remains among lawmakers’ top priorities, Bosma said Tuesday. Call for the one-year exemption started 
pouring in from schools and state leaders-including Gov. Eric Holcomb-even before the 2019 scores were 
publicly released. And districts were already given permission by the state to finish teacher evaluations 
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with 2018 grades so they can get their bonuses on time. The General Assembly is expected to formally 
pass hold-harmless legislation quickly after the session starts in January. 
 

3. The budget may be opened, which would also create the opportunity for increasing education funding. It’s 
not year clear if lawmakers will need to open the budget this year. Bosma previously said he does not 
want to, but also that he is interested in using some of the state’s $2 billion surplus. Democrat lawmakers 
argue that would mean opening the budget-which could mean putting some of that money toward 
education. 

The Indiana state teachers union, ISTA, wants the state to give schools $75 million of the estimated $400 million the state 
will bring in this year above its expected revenue, President Keith Gambill has told Chalkbeat. 
 
Republican lawmakers, however, don’t seem interested in using the surplus for education. Bosma and Rep Bob Behning, 
chairman of the House Education Committee, have both said using a one-time influx of cash would be irresponsible 
because that revenue stream could not be sustained going forward. Bosma said he wants to use the surplus to pay down 
the state’s long-term debts. 
 

4. Lawmakers may dial back on the list of required training for teachers, including 15-hour “externships.” 
ISTA is asking lawmakers to repeal a new licensing requirement that has teachers doing unpaid 
“externships” in local businesses to get 15 hours of professional development related to their 
community’s workforce needs. 

At a legislative preview on Monday, Bosma said he sees the value in the requirement for high school teachers, but 
questions whether it was worthwhile for elementary school teachers-signaling his openness to changing it. 
 
Bosma said Tuesday that the General Assembly should also revisit the long list of state-required trainings for teachers. 
Earlier this month, a state committee charged the department of education with recommending how to consolidate or trim 
the list. 

5. Indiana could see more action from teachers. Multiple speakers at Tuesday’s rally called on teachers to 
continue the momentum. 

“This is Day One of many days,” McCormick said when addressing teachers on Tuesday. “This can’t start and end 
today.” 
 
Becky Pringle, vice president of the National Education Association, called on teachers to do “whatever it takes.” 
Meanwhile, Randi Weingarten, National President of the American Federation of Teachers, said Indiana’s teachers were 
experiencing the same anger she’s seen in other states where teachers went on strike for better funding or higher pay, such 
as West Virginia, Kentucky, and Oklahoma. 
 
No one called for Indiana teachers to strike-Weingarten called that a “last resort”-but they did encourage them to meet 
with lawmakers, write letters, and turn out for the 2020 gubernatorial election. 

 
 

Please Join Us: January 14 Lake Monroe Stakeholder Meeting in Nashville  
 
The Friends of Lake Monroe (FLM) has been granted federal funding through the State of Indiana to create a watershed 
management plan for Lake Monroe and to hire a watershed coordinator to develop the plan. Lake Monroe is an important 
source of drinking water and a major location for business and recreation for the surrounding counties. According to the 
Federal Clean Water Act, the lake is currently listed as “impaired” due to algae and mercury. This grant has received 
significant support by those concerned with issues connected to the lake, as it provides an opportunity to begin addressing 
quality concerns and help prevent further issues.  
 
Public input is an essential part of this grant and will help identify benefits of Lake Monroe as well as concerns and 
impacts of various activities. The Friends of Lake Monroe, in conjunction with the Leagues of Women Voters of Brown 
County and Bloomington-Monroe County, have planned two meetings to gather public comments and concerns about the 
sustainability of Lake Monroe and its watershed.  
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The initial Community Forum on Lake Monroe was held on November 14 in Bloomington. This first event was gauged a 
success with more than 60 attendees from government agencies, local businesses, and the public participating. During the 
Forum, a breakout group format was used to identify participants’ concerns about the lake. These groups then reported 
their findings to the larger group. The findings, along with those from the second meeting in Nashville, will be included in 
subsequent investigation and research.  
Attend the Lake Monroe Community Forum January 14, 2020 from 6:45 to 8:30 p.m. in Nashville at the Brown 
County Public Library, 205 Locust Lane. All LWVBC members are encouraged to attend this Forum to learn 
more about the efforts of the FLM and to provide input. 
 
Members who would like to learn more about the progress of this planning effort are encouraged to sign up for the 
newsletter at friendsoflakemonroe.org. 
  
 

Focus on Our Members 
A series that highlights our League members 
 
Ann Callahan, League Member 
 

How long have you been a member of the Brown County League of 
Women Voters? “I’ve been a member of LWV since 1968. I kept my  
membership active as we were transferred several times (Wisconsin, Florida,  
Illinois). We retired in Nashville in 1991.” 

 

What are your hobbies and other community interests? “I’ve enjoyed scrap  
booking as well as United Methodist Church events. I’ve served on various 
church committees including United Methodist Women. I used to be actively 
involved with the Literacy Coalition, serving on the first board. We were 
involved in the Historical Society and conceived of the development of the new 
History Center. We have enjoyed traveling throughout the world trying to see the 
flora and fauna along our way. Presently I am a member of the Nashville Book 
Club, founded in 1934. We read and discuss various books each month.” 

 
 

What is (or was, if you are retired) your career?  “I was employed in various types of food service. I taught a graduate 
level class in restaurant management at University of Wisconsin, including the management of an active, working 
restaurant on campus. I did substitute teaching at all grade levels.” 
 

What do you feel is the most important issue for the local League to work on?  “I have been impressed with LWV 
here in Brown County. The most important project for Brown County seems to be many forms of infrastructure.” 
 

What do you feel is the most pressing issue for Brown County? “Solid waste disposal is a current issue as it pertains to 
Brown County.” 
 

Tell us an interesting fact about yourself or a short funny story about living in Brown County.  “We have been both 
amused and impressed with our native Brown County neighbors. They seem to be hardworking although mostly 
uneducated. I recall attending a meeting as a LWV observer that the public official could clearly not read, pretending to 
have forgotten his glasses. I found out later that indeed he had never learned to read but knew he had knowledge that he 
had skills in government and could contribute to society.” 
 
 
Judy East, League Member 
 
How long have you been a member of the Brown County League of Women  
Voters? Were you a League member elsewhere before settling in Brown  
County?   “I first encountered the League when I edited a small-town weekly  
newspaper in Washington State.  A representative from the Tacoma League  
moderated a candidate forum for us.  This is where I first saw the model of writing  
candidate questions on 3x5 cards, to be sorted by the moderator prior to asking the  
candidates. 
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Within two days of moving to Brown County in 2010, I attended the county fair.  Janet Kramer and Pam Raider were 
working the League booth, and I signed up.  The League’s next meeting was in less than two weeks and I was invited to 
attend.  I sat down next to Ruth Reichmann who, learning my background, asked me to join and edit the newsletter!  I’ve 
been a member ever since.” 
 
What are your hobbies and other community interests? “I have volunteered with several agencies, including Guardian 
Ad Litem, Reality Store and the grants committee for the Brown County Community Foundation. I currently serve with 
Brown Countians for Quality Health Care, Common Ground, and the newly formed Earth Rising.  I am a member of the 
Nashville Literary Club and attend the Green Room at the Methodist Church.” 
 
What is (or was, if you are retired) your career? “I started as an elementary teacher in the Chicago suburbs.  I also 
taught in Niagara Falls, Ontario, and outdoor education outside Calgary, Alberta.  After moving to Bloomington, where I 
raised my family, I worked at the United Way’s Community Service Council and later at I.U.’s School of 
Education.  When I met my husband Mike Jeffries, a journalist, we moved to Washington where we bought The Dispatch, 
which we ran for nine years before retiring here.” 
 
What do you feel is the most important issue for the local League to work on? “Campaign finance reform!  The 
amount Americans spend on elections is obscene and does not result in choosing the best candidate.  I think ideas can 
originate from local Leagues, and ours should not hesitate to address this national issue.” 
 
What do you feel is the most pressing issue for Brown County? “Inexpensive housing in order to keep young families 
here.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Three Perspectives on the Media Discussion by IU Center for Rural Engagement  
 
On November 20, the Brown County Community Foundation hosted a roundtable discussion by the IU Center for Rural 
Engagement. Three League members, Pam Raider, Robyn Rosenberg-Bowman, and Tim Clark attended the discussion. 
Their comments about the discussion follow. 
 
From Pam Raider: Since its inception, the IU Center for Rural Engagement has pursued Arts, Education and Quality 
of Place issues in some three to five rural communities of which Nashville is one. Fostered by a grant from Eli Lilly, IU 
has become engaged with these local communities for the benefit of both sides.  I know there have been several discussion 
groups and they have sponsored workshops at the local library.   
 
On November 20th I attended the Center for Rural Engagement’s discussion focused on Media held at the Brown County 
Community Foundation.  Jane Rogran from IU had brought two researchers from Ireland, Ilesh and Hannah, whose focus 
is to study and try to fix what is broken in the media.  Besides the visitors, there were Maddison Miller from the 
foundation, Tim Clark, Robyn Bowman, Jane Ellis from Visitors Center, and myself.  The small number of participants 
might actually have made for a more-lively discussion on issues confronting small town media.  They had previously 
visited The Democrat and several other small papers in the surrounding area.   
 
Several of the issues discussed – readers bombarded with too much news, a general distrust of news, too many 
independent sources and aggregate news sites online leading many to not want to pay for local paper and perhaps paper 
waste – are a problem across the globe.  When asked where we get our local news, we reported Facebook and email and 
yet all present responded we actually get much of our news from word of mouth in the organizations and meetings we 
attend. There were a couple of online local sources mentioned: Brown County Matters and Independent Voter Brown 
County.  Robyn and Jane suggested that many groups have tried to set up a community calendar but nothing has taken 
hold so far.  The visitors’ latest attempt is bcevents.com and is relatively new. 
 
 

Thank you to all renewing League Members 
 and Friends! 
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We talked about our community being somewhat disconnected as perhaps many rural communities are – people work 
outside the area and after long commute home the last thing they want to do is come back into town for meetings.   
We were asked to answer two questions: 1) If local media disappeared what would be affect; and 2) What is missing for 
those not subscribing to paper.  The questions kept circling around the big question of why people are disengaged not 
engaged and how could media win them back. 
 
What does the Brown County Democrat do well?  Tim suggested that it provides in-depth history on subjects such as 
sewer or housing, often connecting current topics to the past relevancies.  Several of us liked reading letters to editors for 
how our neighbors are thinking about things, the pulse of the community you might say.  This led to a discussion about 
people being afraid to comment using their name for fear of personal attacks.  The researchers addressed this by pointing 
to a project in Europe where people are assigned an identity number for purposes of commentary – their identity thus 
hidden to readers, they feel freer to comment or give feedback.  In this way local papers hope to get an idea as to what is 
popular and whether readers have grasped the issues they read about. 
 
Of course, the elephant in the room is the role that the internet has played in the decline of popularity and readership of 
print media.  Like most things it’s a double-edged sword.  On the one hand millions of trees may be spared and this could 
help global warming efforts.  On the other hand, newspapers are strapped and have let go reporters and have been bought 
up and conglomerated which has had an effect on not only the quality of news reported but the breadth of viewpoints 
presented.  Underlying this whole discussion is also the issue of what is being referred to as “tribalism.”  We may all be 
reading different news and only getting the point of view of our group – this may narrow the discussions we are able to 
have with each other and our ability to see the other point of view.  Couple that with the cocooning syndrome of not 
participating in local town events or supporting local charities, and you have a pretty divided and isolated sense of 
community.  Those in the room who are pretty engaged did agree that the small-town atmosphere and small pool of 
volunteers does allow us to work across the aisle with others and even like others with different perspectives.  Nothing 
was settled in this meeting, no course of action determined. However, emails were taken and we will probably be 
discussing the question of dying media on the other media – the internet. 
 
From Robyn Rosenberg-Bowman: My first reaction was, this is a great topic and that an organization is willing to 
fund this data collection is impressive. It was enlightening to know that halfway around the world others are having the 
same thoughts as I am. What happened to our newspapers, our print media and why has it changed for the negative and 
not the positive and can it be brought back to what it once was and should it so we can stay informed and connected? 
Some of these questions were touched on but not all. The discussion was derailed a few times. 
 
The round table discussion touched on why our local paper is limited in their reporting: lack of funds; staff; time 
restraints. Why subscriptions have declined, limited choices of print media for Brown County, lack of interest of some, 
disappointed in types of articles/reporting. But all of this circles back to lack of funds to sustain the paper. 
 
My assumption that the two researchers were too young to remember when the only way to receive the news was at 6 PM 
on TV or the newspaper, sometimes twice a day paper, so for me this is an informative discussion and the data collection 
of rural areas is very important. It is a relief to see these young women looking into history, that is not that old, and see 
what we think and what we need to stay connected. Not everything has to be social media and how is social media 
disrupting our news?  They are doing an excellent job!  
 
I hope someday to see their report and I am optimistic that it will be beneficial to all of us around the world. 
 
From Tim Clark: My takeaway from the meeting is a reinforcement of a need for better information technology to 
facilitate communications and knowledge of events and issues – local as well as national.  The internet and social media 
have disrupted traditional print media who are struggling to remain relevant and financially sustainable.  I support 
traditional media through subscriptions to several papers to include the Democrat.  I also use a variety of news services to 
keep current on topics of interest. 
 
The challenge with platforms such as Facebook and Google/Chrome is that these systems are designed to collect and sell 
information provided by users to advertisers.  Algorithms can be tailored to influence decision making. For more 
information on this topic, I would recommend the video “The Creepy Line” available on Amazon Prime. 
I worked in the intelligence community and had access to better systems and technologies to separate the “signals” from 
the noise.  The aim of these systems is to develop auditable, actionable, and trustworthy information to support decision 
making. These systems align with what the traditional media associates with investigative journalism. 
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Information technologies have created challenges that society does not yet have the capability to manage effectively. 
Social media disrupts and challenges the status quo by providing alternative and competing sources of information.  In the 
area of political decisions, differences in judgments often lead back to trust – the “why” (motives) behind an 
action.  Consequently, transparency, integrity, standard practices, and improved decision-making processes can go a long 
way in building trust and a shared sense of purpose that can lead to a more engaged community. 
 
 

Updates from LWVUS 
 
People Powered Fair Maps move in the states: “Leagues across the country are working state-by-state to close the 
door on federal challenges to partisan gerrymandering. In late October, LWV of Oklahoma filed an initiative petition to 
end gerrymandering in the state, saying that Oklahomans deserve to have fair and equal representation across the state, 
and partisan gerrymandering is keeping that from happening.  
“In early November, LWV of Oregon filed three redistricting petitions that would create a nonpartisan citizens panel to 
handle redistricting for congressional and legislative seats in Oregon. ‘The Legislature has a conflict of interest in the 
process,’ said the president of LWV of Oregon, ‘and they would be tempted to bias the results to favor one party or 
another.’ 

“Also this month, LWV of Nevada filed a constitutional amendment with the Nevada secretary of state that, if approved 
by voters in 2020 and again in 2022, would create a bipartisan independent redistricting commission. Moving the power 
of redistricting to a bipartisan board and out of the hands of the Legislature would create a more stable system, avoid 
potential future litigation over gerrymandering, and give more people a reason to cast a ballot.” 

We've been waiting nearly 100 years for equality: “While next year is the 100th anniversary of women’s right to 
vote, the passage of a constitutional amendment—known as the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)—that enshrines equality 
for all regardless of sex or gender, has faced obstacles since 1923. 

“The possibility of its passage has been renewed by the outcome of the Virginia Legislature elections in 2019, with many 
legislators declaring their intent to ratify the ERA. Virginia’s ratification would make it the 38th and final state needed for 
this constitutional amendment to become a reality.  

“However, unlike many other of our other constitutional amendments, the ERA had a deadline for ratification of 1979 
(and then extended by Congress to 1982). But hope is not lost—this month, the U.S. House Judiciary Committee ruled 21-
11 to remove the ratification deadline and now the resolution moves to the House floor for a vote. 

“It’s been almost 100 years we have been waiting and working for this amendment, let’s not wait 100 more. By passing 
the ERA, we can firmly and resolutely declare that we believe in equality for all.” 

Supreme Court hears case on DACA: “On November 12, the U.S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments in a trio of 
cases suing the presidential administration over its decision to end Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).   

“If the Court rules in favor of DACA recipients, those recipients and their families will feel secure for the first time in 
three or more years. And the rest of the country can focus our efforts on ensuring Congress creates pathway to citizenship 
for people who have long called this country home. 

“The League has joined 44 other civic-minded organizations in filing an amicus brief in this case. A decision is expected 
in summer 2020.” 
 
 
 
 
Madison Bickley, the 2019 recipient 
of the Dorothy Stewart Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, recently sent  
this note of thanks to the League. 
 
 
 

 


