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Shutdown is a Huge Mistake
Cease the shutdown before the economy is wrecked.
By Robert Hall  March 26
 
Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb ordered a mandatory statewide shutdown of
the economy in an attempt to slow the spread of the coronavirus COVID-19.  All
Hoosiers are required to “stay-at-home” for at least two weeks.  It gives us false
hope.  All non-essential businesses, schools, and government offices are
closed, including dine-in restaurants and bars.  Essential businesses and
services include but are not limited to grocery stores, pharmacies, gas stations,
and medical facilities.

Symptoms of COVID-19 are fever, cough and shortness of breath. Symptoms
may appear in two days to fourteen days following exposure. Most people will
recover from COVID-19 without special treatment, but the elderly and those
with underlying medical problems like high blood pressure, heart problems and
diabetes, are more likely to develop serious illness requiring hospitalization. 
Promising treatment with hydroxychloroquine and Z-pak are curing critical
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patients within days.
 
This total lockdown is a huge mistake and should cease immediately.  It will not
eliminate the coronavirus.  The virus will continue to spread as any other flu-like
viruses do.  Individual precautions are a personal choice and should never be
forced by government. We should be free to decide the level of risk we
personally are willing to take.  The government overreach threatens our
freedom, devastates our economy, and destroys lives causing widespread
panic.
 
Government cannot guarantee safety or prevent death.  Life has risks as
people get sick and die.  But the number of deaths from coronavirus compared
to past medical outbreaks is minimal.  Thousands die every year from seasonal
flu.  In the past 20 years, thousands have died from the West Nile virus, SARS
virus, bird flu, E.coli, swine flu H1N1, Ebola, and Zika virus.  None of them
caused anywhere near the irrational panic we have now with the coronavirus.
 
Shutting down our entire economy is not a balanced and carefully considered
reaction to this health challenge.  When our hard-fought freedom is lost only
slavery remains.  The surrender of liberty always leads to tyrannical
authoritarian rule.
 
The devastation of our economy could cause a recession or even worse, a
catastrophic depression.  Would the cost of a Great Depression outweigh the
risk of coronavirus?  A depression would ruin millions of lives through lost life
savings, bankruptcies, and extraordinary unemployment.  There is a severe risk
from a wrecked economy as it could lead to unimaginable devastation, an
economic fiasco.
 
In addition, the health consequences due to a massive curtailed economy
would far exceed the deaths from coronavirus.  The resulting financial crisis will
cause depression, suicides, mental health issues, unrest, civic strife, poverty,
and violence.  Our social fabric could melt down and lives be destroyed. Total
consequences are unknown but millions of lives are in jeopardy when people
are scared.
 
The media is stirring up panic and fear with their coronavirus coverage.  They
ask questions to stir controversy, impose limitations on our lives, and celebrate
extreme measures taken by government officials.  Manufactured panic and
irrational orchestrated hysteria result.  The danger is massively exaggerated in
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this diabolical pandemic fear of the unknown.  It’s changing the face of our
nation and killing our livelihoods.
 
President Donald Trump said, “We cannot let the cure be worse than the
problem itself.”  Larry Kudlow added, “Shutdowns are doing more harm than
good.”  Rush Limbaugh mentioned, “lives are being seriously damaged; U.S.
economy be wrecked here.  But I’m not panicking cause I’m too mad about
this.”  Texas Lt Gov. Dan Patrick commented, “don’t sacrifice our country.”
Economist Stephen Moore offered, “staying home beyond 15 days leads to
severe economic destruction.”
 
Finally, the best approach is to follow the CDC preventive measures:  avoid
close contact (6’ rule), work and stay at home when possible, wash hands
often, avoid touching your face, sneeze/cough in a tissue or elbow, disinfect
used items, and avoid non-essential travel, crowds, and social gatherings.  It is
each person’s responsibility to take care of your own health.
 
Let’s open our economy and take these common sense precautions while
continuing to make our country great again.

COVID-19 Count in Indiana
Last updated 4 p.m. Saturday, March 21, from the Indiana State Department of
Health
CASES IN INDIANA: 126
TESTED IN INDIANA: 833
DEATHS IN INDIANA: 4 

Last updated 10 a.m. Friday, March 27, from the Indiana State Department of
Health. 
CASES IN INDIANA: 981
TESTED IN INDIANA: 6,936
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DEATHS IN INDIANA: 24
https://www.hoosiertimes.com/herald_times_online/

Indiana Governor Orders Hoosiers to
'Stay at Home' Through April 7
By Otts and Green  March 23

"The next two weeks are critical ... if we are going to slow the spread, and we must
slow the spread," Holcomb said in an address. It's possible that the order could be
extended beyond April 7, according to the state website.

Indiana has reported seven deaths and 259 virus infections. The state's most recent
death from COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus, was an adult over the age
of 60 in northeastern Indiana’s. Allen County's health department announced his
death Sunday, the Indiana State Department of Health said.

For most people, the coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as
fever and cough. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia.

The vast majority of people recover from the virus. According to the World Health
Organization, people with mild cases recover in about two weeks, while those with
more severe ones can take three to six weeks to get better.

Several neighboring states already have issued “stay at home” directives. In Illinois,
Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed an order Friday that requires people to stay in their homes,
with some exceptions, through April 7. Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine followed suit on
Sunday with a similar order, and Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer issued a ban for
her state on Monday.
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Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear has gradually made restrictions in Kentucky. His latest
order, announced Sunday night, will close nonessential retail stores across the state
by 8 p.m. Monday. He previously ordered bars and restaurants to cease in-person
services, curbed visitation to nursing homes and other long-term care facilities and
banned mass gatherings, among other steps.

"We’re all seeing the same trends or waves coming, especially in the dense areas,
but it is spreading to all counties. So, stay home, get groceries only when you really
need them and buy only what you really need," Holcomb said Monday.

As to how the Indiana order will be enforced, the state says on its website, "(I)f the
order is not followed, the Indiana State Police will work with local law enforcement to
enforce this order. The Indiana State Department of Health and the Alcohol and
Tobacco Commission will enforce the restaurant and bar restrictions."

Moratorium on expired licenses, registrations as state workforce pared back

Holcomb issued other orders that direct state authorities to take enforcement action
against restaurants that continue in-person service even after the governor’s order
banning it last week; ease rules for restaurants to offer carryout alcohol sales; and
scale back state government operations to services deemed essential.

Because some restaurants are violating last week’s order, Holcomb said he is
ordering the state’s Alcohol and Tobacco Commission to crack down on any
scofflaws. Businesses with alcohol permits that still serve food inside will be given a
warning and, if it’s not heeded, regulators will suspend their liquor licenses.

Meanwhile, local health departments will deliver letters telling alcohol-free
restaurants to stop in-person dining, then issuing fines to violators.

Starting Tuesday, Holcomb said Indiana state government will be reduced to its
“absolute essential workforce level,” which includes police, hospitals, police, child
protection services and other agencies.

“We’ll be maximizing remote work, online and call centers to continue core
functions, such as unemployment insurance and welfare applications,” he said.
“Whatever nonessential state business that has to be conducted in person will have
to wait.”

The governor said Indiana will automatically extend state-issued licenses by 60
days past their expiration dates. Police and other law enforcement won’t be issuing
citations for expired registrations and driver’s licenses, he said.

The complete text of Gov. Holcomb’s address may be found here: 
https://www.in.gov/gov/3233.htm
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Indiana Stay-At-Home Order FAQ (Provided by Gov. Holcomb's Office):

https://www.wdrb.com/in-depth/indiana-governor-orders-hoosiers-to-stay-at-home-
through-april/article_574814f6-6d1f-11ea-8795-afb80fcdd6b1.html

Trump Understands What His Critics Don’t: The
Current Lockdown is Unsustainable
By Marc Thiessen  March 26

President Trump enjoys 60 percent approval for his handling of the coronavirus
pandemic, but that has not stopped his critics from trying to stoke public outrage at
his expense.

After the president expressed hope that the anti-malaria drug chloroquine was
showing signs of success as a treatment for the coronavirus, news organizations
tried to blame him for the death of an Arizona man who self-medicated with fish tank
solvent that contained a different form of the substance. “Man dies after taking drug
touted as coronavirus treatment by Trump,” CBS News declared. No, he didn’t.
Trump never suggested anyone self-medicate with aquarium cleaner.

Now the latest source of outrage is the president’s announcement that wants to
begin lifting the current economic lockdown by Easter. In a press briefing Tuesday,
Trump said his “goal is to ease the guidelines and open things up to very large
sections of our country” and that “I hope we can do this by Easter,” but added that
“our decision will be based on hard facts and data.” 

There is absolutely nothing wrong with this. Every life matters. That is why at the
start of a pandemic, the right strategy is to accept high economic risk in order to
mitigate the risks to public health of a new and unknown pathogen. Trump
effectively ordered a recession — asking businesses to close and workers to stay
home — to slow the spread of the virus so that public health officials could learn
how it behaves, develop our testing capability and increase the production of
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protective gear, ventilators and hospital capacity for the hardest-hit areas, as well as
the development of therapeutics to treat it.

But over time, as we get a handle on the outbreak, we need to start adjusting our
decision-making to balance risk with the massive toll the lockdown is taking on the
American people. While journalists can telework, millions of Americans who can’t
are losing their careers and the businesses they spent a lifetime building. A
prolonged economic shutdown will lead to deaths as well, in the form of increased
rates of depression, substance abuse and suicide.

The president understands that we need a sustainable strategy to defeat the virus
and that the current lockdown is unsustainable. A record 3.28 million Americans
applied for unemployment benefits last week, and economists warn that gross
domestic product could decline by about 30 percent in the second quarter as a
result of the lockdown. That can’t continue indefinitely.

The emergency relief bill buys us some more time, but at enormous cost. We are
borrowing $2 trillion from our children and grandchildren so the government can
effectively replace the lost revenue and paychecks of millions of businesses and
workers in the United States. We can’t do that forever. And replacing lost income
does not replace the dignity of work.

No one in the White House is suggesting that we sacrifice the elderly or the
vulnerable. Asked by a reporter “how many deaths are you willing to accept?” to
restore growth, Trump answered “none.” Rather, the goal is to get this country to the
same place as South Korea, which has effectively contained the virus without
quarantining tens of millions of people. South Koreans did so by following a strategy
of “Trace, Test and Treat” — using mass testing to isolate the infected while allowing
healthy people to go about their lives. South Korea has been able to do this
because it was able to test early. We have not because we lost six crucial weeks in
ramping up testing thanks to the incompetence of the Food and Drug
Administration, which refused to allow private and academic advanced labs to
develop coronavirus tests. Only in March were FDA restrictions lifted and outside
labs given the green light to begin testing.

It will take time to catch up, but once we reach that point where we can test anyone,
we can start figuring out where we can ease up on the lockdowns. As Anthony S.
Fauci said on Tuesday, “areas of the country that are not hot spots … still have a
window of significant degree of being able to contain” the virus. It may be that in
these parts of the country where there aren’t many cases, we can begin to follow
the South Korean approach soon, while the hardest-hit places such as New York
may need to maintain a lockdown for many months.

Will that happen by Easter? Maybe, maybe not. As Fauci says, we need to be
flexible and follow the evidence. But it has to happen eventually.
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https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/opinion/opinions-trump-understands-what-his-
critics-dont-the-current-lockdown-is-unsustainable/ar-BB11L89F

Rethinking the Coronavirus Shutdown
No society can safeguard public health for long at the cost of its economic
health. 
By Wall Street Journal Editorial Board  March 20

Financial markets paused their slide Thursday, but no one should think this rolling
economic calamity is over. If this government-ordered shutdown continues for much
more than another week or two, the human cost of job losses and bankruptcies will
exceed what most Americans imagine. This won’t be popular to read in some
quarters, but federal and state officials need to start adjusting their anti-virus
strategy now to avoid an economic recession that will dwarf the harm from 2008-
2009.

The vast social-distancing project of the last 10 days or so has been necessary and
has done much good. Warnings about large gatherings of more than 10 people and
limiting access to nursing homes will save lives. The public has received a crucial
education in hygiene and disease prevention, and even young people may get the
message. With any luck, this behavior change will reduce the coronavirus spread
enough that our hospitals won’t be overwhelmed with patients. Anthony Fauci, Scott
Gottlieb and other disease experts are buying crucial time for government and
private industry to marshal resources against the virus.

Yet the costs of this national shutdown are growing by the hour, and we don’t mean
federal spending. We mean a tsunami of economic destruction that will cause tens
of millions to lose their jobs as commerce and production simply cease. Many large
companies can withstand a few weeks without revenue but that isn’t true of millions
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of small and mid-sized firms.

Even cash-rich businesses operate on a thin margin and can bleed through
reserves in a month. First they will lay off employees and then out of necessity they
will shut down. Another month like this week and the layoffs will be measured in
millions of people.

The deadweight loss in production will be profound and take years to rebuild. In a
normal recession the U.S. loses about 5% of national output over the course of a
year or so. In this case we may lose that much, or twice as much, in a month.

Our friend Ed Hyman, the Wall Street economist, on Thursday adjusted his estimate
for the second quarter to an annual rate loss in GDP of minus-20%. Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin’s assertion on Fox Business Thursday that the economy
will power through all this is happy talk if this continues for much longer.

If GDP seems abstract, consider the human cost. Think about the entrepreneur who
has invested his life in his Memphis ribs joint only to see his customers vanish in a
week. Or the retail chain of 30 stores that employs hundreds but sees no sales and
must shut its doors.

Or the recent graduate with $20,000 in student-loan debt—taken on with the
encouragement of politicians—who finds herself laid off from her first job. Perhaps
she can return home and live with her parents, but what if they’re laid off too? How
do you measure the human cost of these crushed dreams, lives upended, or
mental-health damage that result from the orders of federal and state governments?

Some in the media who don’t understand American business say that China
managed a comparable shock to its economy and is now beginning to emerge on
the other side. Why can’t the U.S. do it too? This ignores that the Chinese state
owns an enormous stake in that economy and chose to absorb the losses. In the
U.S. those losses will be borne by private owners and workers who rely on a
functioning private economy. They have no state balance sheet to fall back on.

The politicians in Washington are telling Americans, as they always do, that they are
riding to the rescue by writing checks to individuals and offering loans to business.
But there is no amount of money that can make up for losses of the magnitude we
are facing if this extends for several more weeks. After the first $1 trillion this month,
will we have to spend another $1 trillion in April, and another in June?

By the time Treasury’s small-business lending program runs through the
bureaucratic hoops—complete with ordering owners that they can’t lay off anyone
as a price for getting the loan—millions of businesses will be bankrupt and tens of
millions will be jobless.

Perhaps we will be lucky, and the human and capitalist genius for innovation will
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produce a vaccine faster than expected – or at least treatments that reduce Covid-
19 symptoms.  But barring that, our leaders and our society will very soon need to
shift their virus-fighting strategy to something that is sustainable.
 
Dr. Fouci has explained this severe lockdown policy as lasting 14 days in its initial
term.  The national guidance would then be reconsidered depending on the spread
of the disease.  That should be the moment, if not sooner, to offer new guidance on
what might be called phase two of the coronavirus pandemic campaign.

That will surely include strict measures to isolate and protect the most vulnerable –
our elderly and those with underlying medical problems.  This should not be a
debate over how many lives to sacrifice against how many lost jobs we can
tolerate.  Substantial social distancing and other measures will have to continue for
some time in some form, depending on how our knowledge of the virus and its effect
evolves.

But no society can safeguard public health for long at the cost of its overall
economic health.  Even America’s resources to fight a viral plague aren’t limitless –
and they will become more limited by the day as individuals lose jobs, businesses
close, and American prosperity gives way to poverty.  America urgently needs a
pandemic strategy that is more economically and socially sustainable than the
current national breakdown.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/rethinking-the-coronavirus-shutdown-11584659154

Is Our Fight Against Coronavirus Worse
Than the Disease?
There may be more targeted ways to beat the pandemic.
By David Katz  March 20
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We routinely differentiate between two kinds of military action: the inevitable
carnage and collateral damage of diffuse hostilities, and the precision of a “surgical
strike,” methodically targeted to the sources of our particular peril. The latter, when
executed well, minimizes resources and unintended consequences alike.

As we battle the coronavirus pandemic, and heads of state declare that we are “at
war” with this contagion, the same dichotomy applies. This can be open war, with all
the fallout that portends, or it could be something more surgical. The United States
and much of the world so far have gone in for the former. I write now with a sense of
urgency to make sure we consider the surgical approach, while there is still time.

Outbreaks tend to be isolated when pathogens move through water or food, and of
greater scope when they travel by widespread vectors like fleas, mosquitoes or the
air itself. Like the coronavirus pandemic, the infamous flu pandemic of 1918 was
caused by viral particles transmitted by coughing and sneezing. Pandemics occur
when an entire population is vulnerable — that is, not immune — to a given
pathogen capable of efficiently spreading itself.

Immunity occurs when our immune system has developed antibodies against a
germ, either naturally or as a result of a vaccine, and is fully prepared should
exposure recur. The immune system response is so robust that the invading germ is
eradicated before symptomatic disease can develop.

Importantly, that robust immune response also prevents transmission. If a germ
can’t secure its hold on your body, your body no longer serves as a vector to send it
forward to the next potential host. This is true even if that next person is not yet
immune. When enough of us represent such “dead ends” for viral transmission,
spread through the population is blunted, and eventually terminated. This is called
herd immunity.

What we know so far about the coronavirus makes it a unique case for the potential
application of a “herd immunity” approach, a strategy viewed as a desirable side
effect in the Netherlands, and briefly considered in the United Kingdom.

The data from South Korea, where tracking the coronavirus has been by far the best
to date, indicate that as much as 99 percent of active cases in the general
population are “mild” and do not require specific medical treatment. The small
percentage of cases that do require such services are highly concentrated among
those age 60 and older, and further so the older people are. Other things being
equal, those over age 70 appear at three times the mortality risk as those age 60 to
69, and those over age 80 at nearly twice the mortality risk of those age 70 to 79.

These conclusions are corroborated by the data from Wuhan, China, which show a
higher death rate, but an almost identical distribution. The higher death rate in China
may be real, but is perhaps a result of less widespread testing. South Korea
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promptly, and uniquely, started testing the apparently healthy population at large,
finding the mild and asymptomatic cases of Covid-19 other countries are
overlooking. The experience of the Diamond Princess cruise ship, which houses a
contained, older population, proves the point. The death rate among that insular and
uniformly exposed population is roughly 1 percent.

We have, to date, fewer than 200 deaths from the coronavirus in the United States
— a small data set from which to draw big conclusions. Still, it is entirely aligned
with the data from other countries. The deaths have been mainly clustered among
the elderly, those with significant chronic illnesses such as diabetes and heart
disease, and those in both groups.

This is not true of infectious scourges such as influenza. The flu hits the elderly and
chronically ill hard, too, but it also kills children. Trying to create herd immunity
among those most likely to recover from infection while also isolating the young and
the old is daunting, to say the least. How does one allow exposure and immunity to
develop in parents, without exposing their young children?

The clustering of complications and death from Covid-19 among the elderly and
chronically ill, but not children (there have been only very rare deaths in children),
suggests that we could achieve the crucial goals of social distancing — saving lives
and not overwhelming our medical system — by preferentially protecting the
medically frail and those over age 60, and in particular those over 70 and 80, from
exposure.

Why does this matter?

I am deeply concerned that the social, economic and public health consequences of
this near total meltdown of normal life — schools and businesses closed, gatherings
banned — will be long lasting and calamitous, possibly graver than the direct toll of
the virus itself. The stock market will bounce back in time, but many businesses
never will. The unemployment, impoverishment and despair likely to result will be
public health scourges of the first order.

Worse, I fear our efforts will do little to contain the virus, because we have a
resource-constrained, fragmented, perennially underfunded public health system.
Distributing such limited resources so widely, so shallowly and so haphazardly is a
formula for failure. How certain are you of the best ways to protect your most
vulnerable loved ones? How readily can you get tested?

We have already failed to respond as decisively as China or South Korea, and lack
the means to respond like Singapore. We are following in Italy’s wake, at risk of
seeing our medical system overwhelmed twice: First when people rush to get tested
for the coronavirus, and again when the especially vulnerable succumb to severe
infection and require hospital beds.
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Yes, in more and more places we are limiting gatherings uniformly, a tactic I call
“horizontal interdiction” — when containment policies are applied to the entire
population without consideration of their risk for severe infection.

But as the work force is laid off en masse (our family has one adult child home for
that reason already), and colleges close (we have another two young adults back
home for this reason), young people of indeterminate infectious status are being
sent home to huddle with their families nationwide. And because we lack
widespread testing, they may be carrying the virus and transmitting it to their 50-
something parents, and 70- or 80-something grandparents. If there are any clear
guidelines for behavior within families — what I call “vertical interdiction” — I have
not seen them.

Such is the collateral damage of this diffuse form of warfare, aimed at “flattening”
the epidemic curve generally rather than preferentially protecting the especially
vulnerable. I believe we may be ineffectively fighting the contagion even as we are
causing economic collapse.

There is another and much overlooked liability in this approach. If we succeed in
slowing the spread of coronavirus from torrent to trickle, then when does the
society-wide disruption end? When will it be safe for healthy children and younger
teachers to return to school, much less older teachers and teachers with chronic
illnesses? When will it be safe for the work force to repopulate the workplace, given
that some are in the at-risk group for severe infection?

When would it be safe to visit loved ones in nursing homes or hospitals? When once
again might grandparents pick up their grandchildren?

There are many possible answers, but the most likely one is: We just don’t know.
We could wait until there’s an effective treatment, a vaccine or transmission rates
fall to undetectable levels. But what if those are a year or more away? Then we
suffer the full extent of societal disruption the virus might cause for all those months.
The costs, not just in money, are staggering to contemplate.

So what is the alternative? Well, we could focus our resources on testing and
protecting, in every way possible, all those people the data indicate are especially
vulnerable to severe infection: the elderly, people with chronic diseases and the
immunologically compromised. Those that test positive could be the first to receive
the first approved antivirals. The majority, testing negative, could benefit from every
resource we have to shield them from exposure.

To be sure, while mortality is highly concentrated in a select groups, it does not stop
there. There are poignant, heart-rending tales of severe infection and death from
Covid-19 in younger people for reasons we do not know. If we found over time that
younger people were also especially vulnerable to the virus, we could expand the
at-risk category and extend protections to them.
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We have already identified many of the especially vulnerable. A detailed list of
criteria could be generated by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
updated daily and circulated widely to health professionals and the public alike. The
at-risk population is already subject to the protections of our current policies: social
distancing, medical attention for fever or cough. But there are several major
problems with subsuming the especially vulnerable within the policies now applied
to all.

First, the medical system is being overwhelmed by those in the lower-risk group
seeking its resources, limiting its capacity to direct them to those at greatest need.
Second, health professionals are burdened not just with work demands, but also
with family demands as schools, colleges and businesses are shuttered. Third,
sending everyone home to huddle together increases mingling across generations
that will expose the most vulnerable.

As the virus is already circulating widely in the United States, with many cases
going undetected, this is like sending innumerable lit matches into small patches of
tinder. Right now, it is harder, not easier, to keep the especially vulnerable isolated
from all others — including members of their own families — who may have been
exposed to the virus.

If we were to focus on the especially vulnerable, there would be resources to keep
them at home, provide them with needed services and coronavirus testing, and
direct our medical system to their early care. I would favor proactive rather than
reactive testing in this group, and early use of the most promising anti-viral drugs.
This cannot be done under current policies, as we spread our relatively few test kits
across the expanse of a whole population, made all the more anxious because
society has shut down.

This focus on a much smaller portion of the population would allow most of society
to return to life as usual and perhaps prevent vast segments of the economy from
collapsing. Healthy children could return to school and healthy adults go back to
their jobs. Theaters and restaurants could reopen, though we might be wise to avoid
very large social gatherings like stadium sporting events and concerts.

So long as we were protecting the truly vulnerable, a sense of calm could be
restored to society. Just as important, society as a whole could develop natural herd
immunity to the virus. The vast majority of people would develop mild coronavirus
infections, while medical resources could focus on those who fell critically ill. Once
the wider population had been exposed and, if infected, had recovered and gained
natural immunity, the risk to the most vulnerable would fall dramatically.

A pivot right now from trying to protect all people to focusing on the most vulnerable
remains entirely plausible. With each passing day, however, it becomes more
difficult. The path we are on may well lead to uncontained viral contagion and
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monumental collateral damage to our society and economy. A more surgical
approach is what we need.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/20/opinion/coronavirus-pandemic-social-
distancing.html

All Hell Broke Loose When This Truth
About the Coronavirus was Exposed
By DC Swamp Tales  March 23

There is much that scientists don’t know about the mysterious Chinese coronavirus.

The situation is changing daily.

And all hell broke loose when this truth about the Chinese coronavirus was
exposed.

As Conservative Revival reports:

One of the hard things about the new coronavirus is that there are a lot of unknowns
attached to it.

Most of the data on the virus comes out of China which is not known for being
transparent with its information.

WHO current estimation of the death rate of the illness is between 0.4%-4% which
is a huge difference.

A huge question is what percent of people who contract the virus are diagnosed as
having the coronavirus.

If only the people with serious symptoms are tested then the death rate will appear
far higher than it actually is.

South Korea which had done the most extensive testing currently has well under a
1% death rate and less than 1% of cases are considered serious.

Among the Diamond Princess Cruise ship passengers, in a controlled setting where
they caught all the coronavirus, the death rate is a little under 1%, though there are
still active cases.

While Italy has a far more concerning death rate that is just above the 4% high-end
estimate that WHO gave out.
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Stocks are dropping because there’s uncertainty as to how this will play out.

But that doesn’t mean that that the economy is currently doing badly or will ever do
badly.

There are obviously going to be supply chain disruptions from parts of China being
shut down, but the good side of that is that it could help bring manufacturing back to
America.

According to the Washington Examiner:

 Employment growth in February beat expectations, as 273,000 workers were
added to payrolls, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported on Friday. The
unemployment rate was 3.5%, versus 3.6% in January.

Forecasters had expected about 175,000 jobs.

The job growth numbers for December and January were also revised up, by a
combined 85,000.

Altogether, the labor market displayed great strength heading in March, when fears
about the coronavirus began to crimp commerce. Employers had added an average
of 243,000 jobs a month in the past three months, about double the number the
Federal Reserve has calculated is necessary to keep unemployment trending
down… Notable job gains occurred in healthcare and social assistance in February
as jobs increased 32,000 and 25,000, respectively, according to Friday’s report.
Over the past 12 months, employment increased by 368,000 in healthcare and by
191,000 in social assistance.

Many questions still need to be answered about this illness.

Obviously, if the worst-case scenario of the coronavirus materializes there will be
major social and economic impacts but the media’s worst-case scenarios often don’t
come true.

There’s no reason to panic yet.

If South Korea’s number end up being accurate for the virus as a whole the markets
will realize their mistake and correct themselves accordingly.

https://dcswamptales.com/coronavirus-exposed/

'Is the Coronavirus as Deadly as They Say?'
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Professors Claim More Data Needed to Know Mortality Rate

By Andrew Miller March 24

Two professors of medicine at Stanford University published an opinion article
Tuesday in the Wall Street Journal, suggesting there is little evidence that the
coronavirus would kill millions of people without shelter-in-place orders and
quarantines.

“Fear of Covid-19 is based on its high estimated case fatality rate—2% to 4% of
people with confirmed Covid-19 have died, according to the World Health
Organization and others,” the article, headlined "Is the Coronavirus as Deadly as
They Say?" and written by Dr. Eran Bendavid and Dr. Jay Bhattacharya, reads. “So
if 100 million Americans ultimately get the disease, two million to four million could
die. We believe that estimate is deeply flawed. The true fatality rate is the portion of
those infected who die, not the deaths from identified positive cases.”

The deaths from identified positive cases are “misleading” because of limited data,
according to the professors.

“If the number of actual infections is much larger than the number of cases—orders
of magnitude larger—then the true fatality rate is much lower as well. That’s not only
plausible but likely based on what we know so far,” the professors argued.

The professors cited data from Iceland, China, the United States, and Italy, which is
arguably the hardest-hit region when it comes to the coronavirus.

“On March 6, all 3,300 people of Vò were tested, and 90 were positive, a prevalence
of 2.7%,” the professors said. “Applying that prevalence to the whole province
(population 955,000), which had 198 reported cases, suggests there were actually
26,000 infections at that time. That’s more than 130-fold the number of actual
reported cases. Since Italy’s case fatality rate of 8% is estimated using the
confirmed cases, the real fatality rate could in fact be closer to 0.06%.”

The professors argued that current epidemiological models aren’t adequate for two
key reasons.

“First, the test used to identify cases doesn’t catch people who were infected and
recovered. Second, testing rates were woefully low for a long time and typically
reserved for the severely ill. Together, these facts imply that the confirmed cases are
likely orders of magnitude less than the true number of infections,” it reads.

Ultimately, while stressing the seriousness of the virus that has infected almost half
a million people, the professors aren’t convinced a universal quarantine is the most
logical course of action.
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“A universal quarantine may not be worth the costs it imposes on the economy,
community and individual mental and physical health,” the article concluded. “We
should undertake immediate steps to evaluate the empirical basis of the current
lockdowns.”

Co-author Bhattacharya spoke with the Washington Examiner and elaborated on
the main message of the article.

“The main message my colleagues and I want to get across is that the facts to date
are consistent with a tremendous range of uncertainty regarding the fatality rate
from COVID-19,”

Bhattacharya said. “We desperately need a population-representative estimate of
the seroprevalence of the disease so we can reduce that uncertainty and make
better policy on the basis of our improved knowledge. Such a study would not be
too expensive and is feasible to run immediately.”

More than 15,000 people have died from the coronavirus, with more than 100,000
recoveries, according to John Hopkins University data.

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/is-the-coronavirus-as-deadly-as-they-
say-professors-claim-more-data-needed-to-know-mortality-rat

Is the Coronavirus as Deadly as They Say?
Current estimates about the Covid-19 fatality rate may be too high by orders
of magnitude.
By Eran Bendavid and Jay Bhattacharya  March 24

If it’s true that the novel coronavirus would kill millions without shelter-in-place
orders and quarantines, then the extraordinary measures being carried out in cities
and states around the country are surely justified. But there’s little evidence to
confirm that premise—and projections of the death toll could plausibly be orders of
magnitude too high.

Fear of Covid-19 is based on its high estimated case fatality rate—2% to 4% of
people with confirmed Covid-19 have died, according to the World Health
Organization and others. So if 100 million Americans ultimately get the disease, two
million to four million could die. We believe that estimate is deeply flawed. The true
fatality rate is the portion of those infected who die, not the deaths from identified
positive cases.

The latter rate is misleading because of selection bias in testing. The degree of bias
is uncertain because available data are limited. But it could make the difference
between an epidemic that kills 20,000 and one that kills two million. If the number of
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actual infections is much larger than the number of cases—orders of magnitude
larger—then the true fatality rate is much lower as well. That’s not only plausible but
likely based on what we know so far.

Population samples from China, Italy, Iceland and the U.S. provide relevant
evidence. On or around Jan. 31, countries sent planes to evacuate citizens from
Wuhan, China. When those planes landed, the passengers were tested for Covid-19
and quarantined. After 14 days, the percentage who tested positive was 0.9%. If this
was the prevalence in the greater Wuhan area on Jan. 31, then, with a population of
about 20 million, greater Wuhan had 178,000 infections, about 30-fold more than
the number of reported cases. The fatality rate, then, would be at least 10-fold lower
than estimates based on reported cases.

Next, the northeastern Italian town of Vò, near the provincial capital of Padua. On
March 6, all 3,300 people of Vò were tested, and 90 were positive, a prevalence of
2.7%. Applying that prevalence to the whole province (population 955,000), which
had 198 reported cases, suggests there were actually 26,000 infections at that time.
That’s more than 130-fold the number of actual reported cases. Since Italy’s case
fatality rate of 8% is estimated using the confirmed cases, the real fatality rate could
in fact be closer to 0.06%.

In Iceland, deCode Genetics is working with the government to perform widespread
testing. In a sample of nearly 2,000 entirely asymptomatic people, researchers
estimated disease prevalence of just over 1%. Iceland’s first case was reported on
Feb. 28, weeks behind the U.S. It’s plausible that the proportion of the U.S.
population that has been infected is double, triple or even 10 times as high as the
estimates from Iceland. That also implies a dramatically lower fatality rate.

The best (albeit very weak) evidence in the U.S. comes from the National Basketball
Association. Between March 11 and 19, a substantial number of NBA players and
teams received testing. By March 19, 10 out of 450 rostered players were positive.
Since not everyone was tested, that represents a lower bound on the prevalence of
2.2%. The NBA isn’t a representative population, and contact among players might
have facilitated transmission. But if we extend that lower-bound assumption to cities
with NBA teams (population 45 million), we get at least 990,000 infections in the
U.S. The number of cases reported on March 19 in the U.S. was 13,677, more than
72-fold lower. These numbers imply a fatality rate from Covid-19 orders of
magnitude smaller than it appears.

How can we reconcile these estimates with the epidemiological models? First, the
test used to identify cases doesn’t catch people who were infected and recovered.
Second, testing rates were woefully low for a long time and typically reserved for the
severely ill. Together, these facts imply that the confirmed cases are likely orders of
magnitude less than the true number of infections. Epidemiological modelers
haven’t adequately adapted their estimates to account for these factors.
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The epidemic started in China sometime in November or December. The first
confirmed U.S. cases included a person who traveled from Wuhan on Jan. 15, and it
is likely that the virus entered before that: Tens of thousands of people traveled from
Wuhan to the U.S. in December. Existing evidence suggests that the virus is highly
transmissible and that the number of infections doubles roughly every three days.
An epidemic seed on Jan. 1 implies that by March 9 about six million people in the
U.S. would have been infected. As of March 23, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, there were 499 Covid-19 deaths in the U.S. If our
surmise of six million cases is accurate, that’s a mortality rate of 0.01%, assuming a
two week lag between infection and death. This is one-tenth of the flu mortality rate
of 0.1%. Such a low death rate would be cause for optimism.

This does not make Covid-19 a nonissue. The daily reports from Italy and across
the U.S. show real struggles and overwhelmed health systems. But a 20,000- or
40,000-death epidemic is a far less severe problem than one that kills two million.
Given the enormous consequences of decisions around Covid-19 response, getting
clear data to guide decisions now is critical. We don’t know the true infection rate in
the U.S. Antibody testing of representative samples to measure disease prevalence
(including the recovered) is crucial. Nearly every day a new lab gets approval for
antibody testing, so population testing using this technology is now feasible.

If we’re right about the limited scale of the epidemic, then measures focused on
older populations and hospitals are sensible. Elective procedures will need to be
rescheduled. Hospital resources will need to be reallocated to care for critically ill
patients. Triage will need to improve. And policy makers will need to focus on
reducing risks for older adults and people with underlying medical conditions.

A universal quarantine may not be worth the costs it imposes on the economy,
community and individual mental and physical health. We should undertake
immediate steps to evaluate the empirical basis of the current lockdowns.

https://peckford42.wordpress.com/2020/03/25/is-the-coronavirus-as-deadly-as-they-
say/

Dr. Birx: Coronavirus Data Doesn't Match
the Doomsday Media Predictions
By Ian Schwartz  March 26

White House coronavirus task force member Dr. Deborah Birx warned the public not
to panic when they hear about models and projections of the pandemic's spread.

"Models are models," she said. "When people start talking about 20% of a
population getting infected, it's very scary, but we don't have data that matches that
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based on our experience."

She said the media should not "make the implication that when they need a hospital
bed it's not going to be there, or a ventilator, it's not going to be there, we don't have
evidence of that."

"It's our job collectively to assure the American people," she also said. "There is no
model right now -- no reality on the ground where we can see that 60% to 70% of
Americans are going to get infected in the next eight to 12 weeks. I want to be clear
about that."

DR. DEBORAH BRIX: I'm sure you have seen the recent report out of the U.K.
about them adjusting completely their needs. This is really quite important. If you
remember, that was the report that says there would be 500,000 deaths in the U.K.
and 2.2 million deaths in the United States. They've adjusted that number in the
U.K. to 20,000. Half a million to 20,000. We are looking at that in great detail to
understand that adjustment.

I'm going to say something that is a little bit complicated but do it in a way we can
understand it together. In the model, either you have to have a large group of people
who a-asymptomatic, who never presented for any test to have the kind of numbers
predicted. To get to 60 million people infected, you have to have a large group of a-
symptomatics. We have not seen an attack rate over 1 in 1,000. So either we are
measuring the iceberg and underneath it, are a large group of people. So we are
working hard to get the antibody test and figure out who these people are and do
they exist. Or we have the transmission completely wrong.

So these are the things we are looking at, because the predictions of the model
don't match the reality on the ground in China, South Korea or Italy. We are five
times the size of Italy. If we were Italy and did all those divisions, Italy should have
close to 400,000 deaths. They are not close to achieving that.

Models are models. We are -- there is enough data of the real experience with the
coronavirus on the ground to really make these predictions much more sound. So
when people start talking about 20% of a population getting infected, it's very scary,
but we don't have data that matches that based on our experience.

And the situation about ventilators. We are reassured in meeting with our colleagues
in New York that there are still I.C.U. Beds remaining and still significant -- over
1,000 or 2,000 ventilators that have not been utilized.

Please for the reassurance of people around the world, to wake up this morning and
look at people talking about creating DNR situations, Do Not Resuscitate situations
for patients, there is no situation in the United States right now that warrants that
kind of discussion. You can be thinking about it in the hospital. Certainly, hospitals
talk about this on a daily basis, but to say that to the American people and make the
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implication that when they need a hospital bed it's not going to be there or a
ventilator, it's not going to be there, we don't have evidence of that.

It's our job collectively to assure the American people, it's our job to make sure that
doesn't happen. You can see the cases are concentrated in highly urban areas and
there are other parts of the states that have lots of ventilators and other parts of
New York state that don't have any infected. We can meet the needs by being
responsive.

There is no model right now -- no reality on the ground where we can see that 60%
to 70% of Americans are going to get infected in the next eight to 12 weeks. I want
to be clear about that. We are adapting to the reality on the ground and looking at
the models of how they can inform but learning from South Korea and Italy and from
Spain and I know you will look up my numbers.

https://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2020/0/26/dr_birx_coronavirus_data_
doesnt_match_the_doomsday_media_predictions_or_analysis.html

We Can’t Keep Making Major Policy
Decisions Based on Fear and Panic Alone
By Rep Andy Biggs and Rep Ken Buck  March 20

The coronavirus is a serious disease that we are fighting to bring under control. But
we also need to combat fear.

Americans have viscerally responded to this challenge. Our worries have been
stoked by the news media, resulting in the type of panic that is gripping America.

Is fear or hard science leading our government’s response? Mayors and governors
are ordering curfews, closing all “nonessential” businesses, halting political
gatherings, and suspending religious services. Now, government officials are issuing
guidelines against congregating in groups larger than 10 people.

While quarantining the sick is an important part of stopping this epidemic, these
authoritarian limits are inhibiting our basic constitutional freedoms to worship freely
and petition the government. Now more than ever, we must remember our founders
wrote the Constitution to protect essential freedoms not only in good times but also
to limit the arbitrary use of power by the government at all times, even during
pandemics.

In fact, the Continental Congress thought exactly of this when it offered the First
Amendment, to ensure that Congress shall make no law abridging our civil liberties,
which includes our right to assemble in groups of any size. Emotion and worry are
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never good reasons to suspend our constitutional liberties.

Most local and state officials are making these major, life-altering decisions without
a full picture. It’s important to remember that the coronavirus is not nearly as fatal as
Ebola, SARS, or H1N1, which didn’t produce similar government overreactions that
we see now.

The best example we can study is the case of the Diamond Princess cruise ship,
where every individual on the ship was tested. Of the 697 people (roughly 17%) who
tested positive for COVID-19, unfortunately, seven died. Our hearts go out to the
victims of this disease everywhere.

What makes the Diamond Princess situation so important is that it indicates that in a
closed environment, among thousands of people, approximately 1% of those who
caught the virus succumbed to it. That is a rate consistent with recent Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention flu reports — millions contracted the flu, hundreds
of thousands hospitalized, and tens of thousands died of complications.

On the Diamond Princess, the average age of all passengers was 58, and 33%
were 70 or older. Notably, all seven of the passengers who passed away were 70
years or older, and several suffered from serious medical conditions besides the
virus.

We should all make a conscious effort to avoid passing the disease on to others,
especially our elderly and medically compromised population. These precautions
are supported by a study that appeared in Stat News that found if these numbers
were projected onto the general public, the total death rate would be just a fraction
of a percent and would almost exclusively affect high-risk populations.

Italy was the perfect storm for a disease with an increased mortality rate among the
sick and elderly. Its medical system was not set up to handle this kind of crisis. Italy
has an aging population filled with individuals with underlying health conditions.
According to a study by the country’s national health authority, 99% of those who
died there from the coronavirus had previously suffered from other medical
conditions.

When you take a look at the numbers instead of just the headlines flashing across
the TV screen, the average American faces a much lower risk than previously
assumed.

If this teaches us anything, it’s that we are making major policy decisions that look to
spend hundreds of billions, if not trillions, of taxpayer dollars based on worries
alone. If cable news told data-driven stories of the pandemic, do you think we’d still
be rushing to crowded grocery stores, fighting each other over toilet paper?

We need to focus our resources on the most vulnerable, which means prioritizing
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elderly and sick populations.

Right now, we need thoughtful leadership that reduces fear among the American
people. We need to look at ways to incentivize healthy people to get back to work,
and we won’t do that by simply writing $1,000 checks to every single American.

If there’s one thing we learned from the sluggish Obama economy, it’s that
incentivizing people not to work creates an economic downturn. Big bailouts also
won’t cut it, the workers who need our help are at the local mom and pop shops, not
Microsoft.

It’s our responsibility as members of Congress to promote calm and examine the
situation strategically, using facts, not hyperbole. We can’t let fear cripple our
economy and push our nation over the brink. We need to instill confidence in the
American people and get our economy back up and running.

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/we-cant-keep-making-major-
policy-decisions-based-on-fear-and-panic-alone

Taking Sides: The Curse of An Ideological Press
By Jim Bratten  March 23

As cases of Wuhan flu are discovered through testing, the number of U.S. fatalities
has been dropping as a percent of those infected. But this is not what media is
reporting. They dwell on fatalities and “worst case” predictions; they don’t report the
positive news that expectations are improving every day that Vice President Pence’s
Coronavirus Combat Team is on the ground. The objective of the press in the Age of
Trump is not to report positive news that reflects favorably on President Trump and
conflicts with the media’s agenda.

Chinese Communist Party (CCP) officials propagandized the Wuhan flu disaster to
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hide and downplay its effects, silencing the release of information on the virus for
over a month after its discovery. Since then, our media has helped the CCP’s
objectives, willingly spreading disinformation for political reasons, to generate
hysteria and fear of the unknown within our nation.

It’s still working. Disinformation from China, Russia and Iran is simply swallowed
whole then regurgitated by U.S. media for Americans’ consumption – all of it false.

A tweet from Red China’s Xinhua News Service on March 16, aimed directly at
President Trump, was spread by our media without correction or objection: “Racism
is not the right tool to cover up your incompetence.” Our media certainly agreed.

“Journalist” David Frum tweeted on the same day, “Wuhan virus? or Trump plague?”
Also the same day, NBC News tweeted, “President Trump drew backlash after
posting a tweet using the phrase ‘Chinese virus.’ Many officials, including the CDC
chief, have criticized the phrase as both inaccurate and harmful in tying racist
associations between the virus and those from China.” No one on NBC objected.

MSNBC featured the public affairs officer for MoveOn.org in an attack on Trump for
being “racist” and calling the Wuhan flu a “Chinese virus.” The panel approved.

Ten days after the first Wuhan flu case hit the U.S., Trump imposed a travel ban
from China. Given no credit for his proactive move, only cries of “Racism!” were
heard from the Democrats and their press.

CNN continues to push the Red Chinese agenda, lauding the communist nation for
supplying pallets of masks, ventilators, HazMat suits, etc. to Italy, which has been
devastated by the Wuhan flu virus. What CNN neglected to mention was the fact
that Italy had to pay for all that equipment. The country that delivered the virus
charged the country whose people are killed by it. No outrage was seen from
American media outlets, only the droning claim that Trump’s use of the term,
“Chinese virus” is racist and CNN “…has determined that the term ‘Chinese virus’ is
both inaccurate and considered stigmatizing.”

The Business Insider displayed this disgraceful headline: “Republicans Are Using
Racism Against China to Try to Distract From Trump’s Disastrous Coronavirus
Response.” This tweet was sent by Glenn Kirschner on MSNBC: “Hey All. Can we
talk about 1 of the few topics I may actually know too much about: homicide?
Specifically, whether Donald Trump may have criminal exposure for some level of
negligent homicide or voluntary/involuntary manslaughter for the way he’s
mishandled the Coronavirus crisis.” Carrying the CCP’s water; this is how politically
correct “diversity delusion” and Trump Derangement Syndrome (TDS) kills a once-
free press.

American media gathers the disinformation of Red Chinese propaganda and happily
spreads it; single-minded in their obsession. No longer dupes, they’ve taken the
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side of the communist Chinese.

http://www.theofficialvipnews.com/google2badecc5bb02684b.html/2020/03/23/takin
g-sides-the-curse-of-an-ideological-press-jim-bratten/

The Media Is Presenting a False Choice
on the Coronavirus
By Matt Walsh  March 24
 
The debate over the coronavirus response seems to be centered around a false
dilemma. We are told, mostly by left-wing media personalities, that the choice is
either to slow the spread of the virus or not slow it, take it seriously or not take it
seriously. According to this version, those advocating a protracted, economy-ruining,
nationwide shut down are on the side of taking the disease seriously and slowing
the spread. Those who feel apprehensive about intentionally plunging into another
Great Depression are on the side of not taking the disease seriously and doing
nothing whatsoever to slow its spread.
 
The caricaturing of the Let’s Not Destroy The Economy side gets even more absurd.
Those of us on that end of the spectrum are accused of “putting the economy over
people.” We are embracing “mass death” and consigning our grandmothers to the
morgue. As one media guy put it to me, we “have a hard-on for mass murder.”

I can’t help but notice that nearly everyone making these points (though “points”
may be too generous a term) is currently employed. They enjoy their uninterrupted
income streams as they accuse out of work retail clerks and waitresses of being
greedy money grubbers for wanting to earn a paycheck again to feed their families.

Of course, the whole notion that “people” and “economy” are two separate
categories, and that one must choose between preserving the former or the latter, is
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ludicrous. The economy is people. When the economy crashes, people’s lives
crash. If the economy is in ruins, people’s lives are in ruins. The argument is that
tearing our economy to pieces will come at a cost — a human cost, not just an
abstract economic cost — that is too great to pay. Perhaps this argument is wrong.
But, wrong or right, any rational person can see that it is not an argument for
devaluing human life. The disagreement is over the best, most ethical, most prudent
way to preserve human life. The disagreement is not whether lives should be
preserved in the first place.

And that brings us to the false dilemma I mentioned at the start. I have not seen any
prominent person advocate that we throw these quarantines to the side all at once
and get back to business as if everything is perfectly normal. I have not see anyone
suggest that no measures be taken to address the pandemic or protect ourselves
against it. There are a whole list of practical and effective (to what degree, I don’t
know and neither does anybody else) measures that could be put in place while
also salvaging what’s left of our economy. We have chosen to slow the spread by
shutting everything down. That is not the only potential method.

What other methods might we choose? I already suggested a few:
1) Open the economy back up. Let young and healthy people work and feed their
families.
2) Encourage masks, or even require them, for certain industries where
transmission might be especially likely.
3) Keep nursing homes quarantined.
4) Tell other at-risk people to remain in their homes for now.
5) Test aggressively and quarantine the infected.
6) Provide financial relief to at-risk people who cannot work.
7) Continued quarantines for specific regions where the outbreak is especially bad.

My suggestions certainly are not novel or very creative. I’m sure if smarter people
than myself got to work thinking of solutions that don’t involve willful economic
suicide, they could come up with some better ones. We are a nation of problem
solvers. And good problem solvers find solutions that don’t create worse problems
than they were meant to solve.

The strategies suggested above would certainly slow the spread to some extent.
Would they slow it enough? I don’t know. Is their chance of slowing the spread good
enough to justify opening up the economy to stave off a historic collapse that would
ruin many millions of lives? I think so. Again, I could be wrong. But this is the
argument I’d be wrong about. I would not be wrong that the virus is no big deal and
therefore nothing should be done to fight it, because that is not an argument I am
making or anyone else is making.

Enough with the caricatures and false dichotomies. This problem is too serious for
those kinds of games.
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https://www.dailywire.com/news/walsh-the-media-is-presenting-a-false-choice-on-
the-coronavirus

Waking Up: Time to Decouple from China
By Jim Bratten  March 23

The communist Chinese government discovered the corona virus outbreak in
Wuhan, China in mid-November, 2019. They suppressed information as they
concocted a believable story about its origin. Chinese who spoke out were arrested
and imprisoned, or disappeared. On December 30, 2019 Chinese officials said, “…a
cluster of patients with pneumonia of unknown etiology was observed in Wuhan,
China, and reported to the WHO…” The World Health Organization (WHO)
conveniently didn’t bother to notify the U.S. government.

Our insane relationship with the Red Chinese began with President Richard Nixon’s
efforts to “open up China,” establishing closer relations with the dictatorial, tyrannical
police state. An inevitable confrontation became much more probable when China
was invited to become a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO) by
President George W. Bush in 2001. Ever since then, Communist China has been
swallowing up manufacturing and trade opportunities that should have been realized
by the U.S. This Chinese growth ballooned during the regulation and tax tsunami
unleashed upon American manufacturers by the Obama administration.

Red China is notorious for intellectual property theft and currency manipulation.
Only since President Trump took office have the U.S. Treasury and other federal
agencies taken action to deal with the decades-old financial corruption and
intelligence penetration of the U.S., even stopping the insertion of Chinese spies
into U.S. universities. In 2017, Red China accounted for 70% of the $39.5 billion
invested in Artificial Intelligence (AI).

The great miscalculation of the last century was that, if we engaged China in better
relations and freer trade, we could gradually democratize a communist regime. In
actuality, the opposite has happened. Using U.S. corporations, China has injected
communist ideology inside the U.S. Our tech companies restrict freedom of speech
to protect profits in the Chinese market. That action becomes more acceptable
corporate-wide, as evidenced by Google and Facebook. We also see the effects, a
complete erasure of the evils of communist doctrine, in the education of our youth.
They are totally ignorant of the basics of an ideology that killed well over 100 million
people in the 20th century.

What could possibly go wrong, befriending a nation that, at its core, has an objective
to destroy us and replace our nation as the world’s premier economic and military
power? We were told, “Just give them everything they need; they will warm to
democratic ideals and a capitalist economic system, and prices will fall at Walmart.”
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A few decades later, the manufacturing capability of our own nation was hollowed
out, decimated. What folly.

Without an ounce of foresight, we sourced well over 90% of our pharmaceuticals
from a communist country, simply due to price. As we opened ourselves to
blackmail, progressive globalists cheered China’s growth, promising a “common
understanding” between nations; even though their ideology seeks control of other
nations’ very existence.

The rise of Communist China has been a disaster for economic liberty around the
world, even as Western nations gave them the means. They have used the West
and the U.S. in particular to achieve their objectives. But why would we intentionally
develop a nation, governed by a brutal, inhumane government, into an economic
and military powerhouse? U.S. taxpayer dollars, for well over 40 years, were used
to assist an anti-American nation that now has introduced fatal, infectious diseases
into the United States – at least twice.

Why would we trust America’s future to Red China, a brutal communist dictatorship,
let alone borrow from them? It’s time to wake up and accelerate a decoupling from
Communist China, and now.

http://www.theofficialvipnews.com/google2badecc5bb02684b.html/2020/03/23/wakin
g-up-time-to-decouple-from-china-jim-bratten/

An Existential Threat
By Eric O'Keefe  March 20

As the deadly COVID-19 pandemic sweeps through the country, we face an
existential threat. That threat is tyrannical government. In Wisconsin especially, we
risk the loss of our right to govern ourselves.

On March 17, Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers signed Emergency Order 5 to ban mass
gatherings of 10 or more people. The order elaborates:

“Mass gathering” is any planned or spontaneous, public or private event or
convening that will bring together or is likely to bring together 10 or more people in a
single room or single confined space at the same time.

There is more: Gatherings of fewer than 10 people in the same room “must
preserve social distancing of 6 feet between people.”

It is now illegal in Wisconsin to have a traditional funeral or wedding. It also is illegal
to hug a grieving relative. Will I commit a crime if my 89-year-old mother, who lives
alone, visits and I give her a hug in my own house? 
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This seizure of power by the government is more deadly to America than any virus.

If you suppose Gov. Evers is more farsighted than you, consider this: While this
pandemic was sweeping around the world last month, he pushed to spend $250
million of a projected budget surplus on the public schools. Now there will be no
surplus, and he has ordered those schools closed.

Gov. Evers has no special access to information about this pandemic. He panicked
and suspended our liberties without warning after private organizations and citizens
had already adopted extreme measures to protect themselves. His belated attention
on the pandemic is no excuse for suspending our right to run our own lives. We are
being treated like the subjects of the tyrannical government of China.  

Do not suppose that I take COVID-19 lightly. I have read about the darkest
projections of its course. My family absorbed the available data days ago and began
practicing social distancing. The dictates of Gov. Evers do nothing to add to our
protection.  Instead they have seized from all of us our authority to conduct our
lives.

There are “no solutions; only tradeoffs,” as Thomas Sowell wrote long ago. But
Governor Evers’ dictates will impair our ability to survive the pandemic. This is
happening in ways invisible to him, as his approach prevents people from making
their own decisions about how to survive the loss of their businesses, their jobs, or
beloved relatives. We are social beings. We need others to survive, and we need
the freedom to associate with others in order to be fully alive.

Governor Evers has reacted to the stresses of the day by exercising the authority of
an autocrat. His approach is wrong for Wisconsin and wrong for America. We retain
the right to react to the virus, as the same free people we were before his dictates.

Patrick Henry asked on the eve of the American Revolution:
“Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and
slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God!”

Our ancestors answered this existential question with the greatest political
transformation in all of history. In the face of possible death, they chose liberty.

What will we do?

https://empowerwisconsin.org/an-existential-threat/

California’s Stay-at-Home Order Raises
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Constitutional Questions
Coronavirus tests limits of the Constitution, federal power
By Kevin Daley  March 20

The unprecedented steps government leaders have taken to contain the
coronavirus—and the more extreme measures being considered—are raising thorny
legal questions for U.S. courts.

California's Gavin Newsom became the first governor to impose an extraordinary
lockdown measure Thursday night, directing state residents to remain at home or
face fines, except for essential tasks like grocery shopping or walking a pet. Yet it's
unclear whether Newsom's order is constitutional. Even if it isn't, judges might allow
such extreme steps, at least for a limited period of time.

Some of the legal questions presented by COVID-19 are new, like Newsom's
confinement order, or whether the Centers for Disease Control can impose
quarantines inside U.S. borders to contain the virus.

Professor James Hodge, a public health law specialist at Arizona State University,
said lockdowns of the sort seen in France—where President Emmanuel Macron has
mobilized 100,000 police officers to enforce a shelter in place order for 15 days—is
likely to trip multiple constitutional wires.

"We've seen lockdowns in China and Italy. The capacity to pull off similar efforts in
the United States at any level of government is sketchy at best because of rights to
travel, due process and other specific constitutional norms," Hodge told
the Washington Free Beacon.

If the crisis worsens significantly, the courts may permit broad action, at least for a
limited period of time. A judge might defer to the judgment of public health
authorities, but the government would be required to show its interest is compelling
and its intervention is both narrowly constructed and the least restrictive means of
meeting the threat.

Hodge said meeting that last objective would be hardest for government officials,
since ordinary social distancing measures may be as effective as a French-style
lockdown and do not infringe fundamental rights.

Yet Newsom has described a dire situation in California. Speaking Thursday before
the lockdown order was issued, the governor cited one projection that anticipates
about 20 million people, over half the state's population, could become infected with
COVID-19 in the next two months. Though that figure represents a worst-case
scenario, infections on that scale far outpace the capacity of state health care
systems, leaving thousands of lives in the balance.

Courts may also confront the question of whether the federal government has power
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to quarantine and isolate individuals inside the United States to stop the spread of
coronavirus. Federal rules seem to allow those steps, but such action on a broad
scale is completely unprecedented.

CDC regulations seem to give the agency broad authority to stop the spread of
communicable diseases among the states. But those powers are untested because
the agency customarily allows state and local partners to take the lead. Public
health authority is fragmented across some 2,700 state, local, and tribal
departments.

Emory University School of Law professor Polly Price explained that the Public
Health Safety Act (PHSA) authorizes the surgeon general and the CDC to stop the
spread of communicable diseases between states. That power has never been put
into practice.

"The statute limits federal quarantine power to U.S. entry points and to persons
believed ‘to be moving or about to move from a state to another state,'" Price said.
"The CDC is tasked with federal quarantine orders; to date it has exercised that
authority only rarely, and only for individuals rather than groups or populations."

The CDC has adopted expansive regulations under the PHSA. One
regulation allows the agency director to apprehend and quarantine individuals to
stop the transmission of disease. Another empowers the director to intervene if local
control efforts are found to be "inadequate," enabling the agency to inspect and
fumigate infected sources. Another allows the CDC to seize vehicles to contain a
pandemic.

Hypothetically, those regulations mean that the CDC could seize and quarantine
airplane passengers for weeks if they determine someone on board has COVID-19.
The agency, however, is somewhat constrained by its size. With just 11,000
employees, the CDC would have to rely heavily on state and local authorities if it
pursued broad-based enforcement of its regulations.

While CDC's authority in the interior is unsettled, it has vast powers at the border
itself, as U.S. travelers have lately discovered. The CDC maintains 20 quarantine
stations at airports and land crossings.

For example, about 350 Americans who were evacuated in February from China’s
Hubei province were quarantined at military bases in California for two weeks.

Hundreds of passengers aboard the Grand Princess cruise ship, which incurred a
COVID-19 outbreak as it approached San Francisco, were quarantined at military
installations in California, Georgia, and Texas on CDC’s orders.

Those directives, issued in the early stages of the pandemic, mark the most
aggressive implementation of CDC quarantine authority in decades.
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https://freebeacon.com/courts/coronavirus-tests-limits-of-the-constitution-federal-
power/

Why Italy?
By Tracy Beanz  March 20

Italy has been ravaged by the Wuhan Coronavirus, but the reasons why are linked
more closely to globalism than the age of the infected.

Hundreds of thousands of Chinese immigrants now live both legally and
illegally in Italy, with 300K legally registered and many more illegal.
Italy recently entered into a new economic partnership with China called
“One belt, One road”
China has revitalized northern Italian ports in order to transport goods
more efficiently to the rest of Europe
The mayor of Florence initiated a social media campaign called “Hug a
Chinese” using Chinese produced video as an engine to dispel the
“racism” against the Chinese in Italy

Thirty years ago, Italy saw the beginnings of what would become a serious issue
with illegal immigration. What was surprising, was that the immigrants couldn’t just
walk over a border to enter the country, they had to flock from China. It began with
Italians hiring the Chinese off the books at cheap wages to work making garments in
towns and villages renowned for their craftmanship, and morphed into Italians
seeing the Chinese learn how to do it faster and cheaper; often times watching as
their family owned businesses were shuttered because they were outbid. The
Chinese took over the Italian craft and made it their own. What didn’t change was
the coveted “Made in Italy” label. The NY Times began documenting the trend in
2010 writing:

Over the years, Italy learned the difficult lesson that it could no longer compete with
China on price. And so, its business class dreamed, Italy would sell quality, not
quantity. For centuries, this walled medieval city just outside of Florence has
produced some of the world’s finest fabrics, becoming a powerhouse for “Made in
Italy” chic.

And then, China came here.

Chinese laborers, first a few immigrants, then tens of thousands, began settling in
Prato in the late 1980s. They transformed the textile hub into a low-end garment
manufacturing capital, enriching many, stoking resentment and prompting recent
crackdowns that in turn have brought cries of bigotry and hypocrisy.
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The city is now home to the largest concentration of Chinese in Europe; some legal,
many more not. Here in the heart of Tuscany, Chinese laborers work round the clock
in some 3,200 businesses making low-end clothes, shoes and accessories, often
with materials imported from China, for sale at midprice and low-end retailers
worldwide.

The trend continued as whole villages in Italy became Chinese villages, with the
Chinese displacing the Italians who lived there, creating their own neighborhoods,
and pushing out decades of Italian family owned business. They weren’t known for
following the rules. It caused much local consternation; the Italians were forced to
pay their taxes and follow the employment guidelines, while the Chinese seemed to
have built flourishing enterprises by skirting the rules, treating their people poorly,
and engaging in rich human smuggling operations, to boot. There was little
accountability for the Chinese, and much for the native Italians.

Outside of the typical problems one would see with such an influx of immigrants
from a far-off land, were also other, more scandalous ones.

In 2017, the Bank of China agreed to pay a 600,000 euro fine to settle a money
laundering case involving its Milan branch, court documents showed. The Florence
court hearing the case gave four employees of the Milan branch of China’s fourth
biggest bank a suspended two-year prison sentence for failing to report illicit money
transfers. Florence prosecutors leading the so-called “River of Money” investigation
alleged that more than 4.5 billion euros ($4.78 billion) was smuggled to China from
Italy between 2006 and 2010 by Chinese people living mainly in Florence and
nearby Prato. About half of the money was sent via BOC, the prosecutors said. The
court also ordered BOC to pay back 980,000 euros which it said it had earned
through the illegal operations. According to the prosecutors, the proceeds sent to
China came from a series of illegal activities, including counterfeiting,
embezzlement, exploitation of illegal labour and tax evasion. Bank of China said in a
statement it had not committed any crime and was not admitting guilt by agreeing to
pay the fine, which was a way of closing the case and saving time.

The wheel of corruption kept spinning, and the Italian people became more and
more angry. Sometimes, this led to violence. It also led to a nationwide sentiment
that something needed to change, and the populist uprising we have been seeing
across the globe also began to take a foothold in Italy.

From 2018:

At a time when Europe is filled with anti-immigrant rhetoric, political extremists have
pointed to the demographic shifts in Prato as proof that Italy is under siege. In
February, Patrizio La Pietra, a right-wing senator, told a Prato newspaper that the
city needed to confront “Chinese economic illegality,” and that the underground
economy had “brought the district to its knees, eliminated thousands of jobs, and
exposed countless families to hunger.” Such assertions have been effective: in
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Italy’s recent national elections, Tuscany, which since the end of the Second World
War had consistently supported leftist parties, gave twice as many votes to right-
wing and populist parties as it did to those on the left. Giovanni Donzelli, a member
of the quasi-Fascist Fratelli d’Italia party, who last month was elected a national
representative, told me, “The Chinese have their own restaurants and their own
banks—even their own police force. You damage the economy twice. Once,
because you compete unfairly with the other businesses in the area, and the second
time because the money doesn’t go back into the Tuscan economic fabric.”

In March of 2019, Italy entered into a new agreement with China, part of its “one
belt, one road” initiative, a sweeping economic agreement with the country that saw
the port of Triesta in northern Italy “revitalized” and managed by The PRC.

The project makes enormous infrastructure investments to move Chinese goods
and resources. Italy became the first of the Group of 7 nations that once dominated
the global economy to take part in China’s “One Belt One Road” throughout Asia,
Africa and Europe.

The Trump administration, which tried and failed to stop the deal, focused in the
days leading up to Mr. Xi’s visit on blocking any Italian use of 5G wireless networks
developed by the Chinese electronics giant Huawei, which Washington warned
could be used by Beijing to spy on communications networks.

Italy, which is saddled with crushing debt, hopes to lift its lagging economy by
exporting goods to China and inviting more Chinese investment.

But opponents of the project in the Trump administration and in the European Union
worry that Italy has turned itself into a Trojan Horse, allowing China’s economic —
and potentially military and political — expansion to reach into the heart of Europe.

The detailed reporting on this slow takeover is expansive, and we could continue
here for many paragraphs, but let us fast forward to early 2020. As China withheld
information about the seriousness and spread of Wuhan corona-virus, many of
these immigrants were returning- and arriving – from China. Once news of the virus
became mainstream and China felt increasing backlash over the handling of the
crisis, they turned to one of their major economic hubs for some help.

It wasn’t chance. It wasn’t age. It wasn’t overall health, and it wasn’t the good-
hearted nature of the Italian people that caused the virus to ravage their nation. It
was a leadership who are now under the thumb of the Chinese government.

This video was released on February 4, and was produced by the Chinese
government. Under the guise of being “woke”, the Italian government prodded their
citizens to erase the stigma surrounding the virus, and hug one of the hundreds of
thousands of Chinese who had been living, recently returned, or recently arrived in
Italy. Italy had become dependent on China, and their capital is a large percentage
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of the Italian economy. When “One Belt One Road” began early in 2019, the Italians
made clear they were willing to partner with China in their quest for global
dominance, and sadly it appears in their attempt to please the purse strings, they
put a large percentage of their citizens in harms way.

This may also explain the enormous amount of aid and assistance flowing into Italy
now by way of China. Far from being compassionate, the Chinese are likely looking
to protect their investment.

So when folks ask, “Why Italy?” the reasons are clear. Along with an ageing
population who may not be the healthiest, there is also a government now beholden
to China, who acting at their behest, took extreme measures to the opposite of
social distancing. For an in depth look at the cluster history inside Italy, please see
here.

China’s global dominance has become clear even to the average observer in recent
months, as Americans have become aware of the supply line dependence on China
for even our most vital commodity; medicine. UncoverDC columnist Carol King
detailed some of those issues in a piece that you can read here. We have even
witnessed the legacy media seemingly hold water for the communist nation,
choosing to parrot the claim of “racism” against China because our President has
chosen to correctly name the virus what it is, the Chinese virus – rather than bow to
the propaganda of a foreign nation hell bent on our destruction.

If one positive thing can come of the Wuhan corona-virus, maybe it will be that the
world will finally open its eyes to just how sinister China has been over the past few
decades, slithering in to our households, seemingly unbeknownst to us, and co-
opting even our most basic necessities. Time will tell, but one thing is clear- it
appears that “Why Italy?” is more nefarious than anyone could have initially thought.

https://uncoverdc.com/2020/03/20/why-italy/

The Virus is Not Invincible, But it's
Exposing Who's Irreplaceable
When your refrigerator goes out under quarantine and your supplies begin to
rot, do you really need another rant from Maxine Waters—or do you rather
need a St. Michael Smith and St. Uriel Mendoza to appear out of nowhere as
the archangels from Home Depot to wheel up and connect a new one?
By Victor Davis Hanson  March 22

In all the gloom and doom, and media-driven nihilism, there is actually an array of
good news. As many predicted, as testing spreads, and we get a better idea of the
actual number and nature of cases, the death rate from coronavirus slowly but also
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seems to steadily decline.

Early estimates from the World Health Organization and the modeling of pessimists
of a constant 4 percent death rate for those infected with the virus are for now
proving exaggerated for the United States. More likely, as testing spreads, our
fatality rates could descend to near 1 percent.

There is some evidence from Germany and to a lesser extent South Korea, that it
may be possible to see the fatality rate dip below 1 percent. And with the breathing
space from the lockdown, better hygiene (the degree of constant and near-
obsessive cleaning at businesses that are still open is quite amazing), more
knowledge and data, better medical protocols, the use of some efficacious drugs,
warmer weather, and experience with the disease will, in perfect-storm fashion,
begin to mitigate the effects of the virus.

Should we get the lethality rate down to German levels (currently two to three in
1,000), then we can cautiously assume that those who predicted that the
coronavirus could eventually be contextualized as a bad, H1N1-like flu will no longer
be demonized as nuts, and life can resume with reasonable precautions and
focused quarantines and isolation.

In two or three weeks, if we can just allow most businesses to reopen, gear up to
pandemic testing, track cases and contacts in the manner of past protocols that
lessened polio, tuberculosis, AIDS, and measles outbreaks, and focus on the ill and
elderly, then the economy will reboot.

But now the current economy is starting to resemble a patient in an induced coma,
one whom no one knows whether he will recover after the respirator is
disconnected. But still, there are reasons for optimism: historically low interest rates
will eventually encourage bit-ticket buying.

After any war or national crisis, confidence soars with collective relief and people go
out to eat, travel, buy, and consume. Airlines, and the entire commercial and private
transportation sector, will receive a multi-billion-dollar subsidy in radically reduced
gas and diesel prices. The same holds true for the utilities.

Summer is approaching. With it comes increased driving and travel at lower prices,
at the exact time there is some good reason to believe warmer weather could curb
viral transmissions—just as we are learning of an increased effort to defeat the
coronavirus with experimental medicines, homogenized protocols, more plentiful
medical supplies, and better data.
 

A Dry California?

We forget the world goes on amidst the viral panic, and the news apart from the
outbreak is actually pretty good. California, the country’s largest state and biggest
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economy, was facing a harsh drought just three weeks ago.  There were near record
dry months in January and February, when essentially no rain or snow fell, and the
bounty of the prior December was melted or sent out to sea. There was not much
hope, since the great preponderance of California’s precipitation falls before March
1.

However, a rare “March Miracle” has just seen the Sierra Nevada Mountains
suddenly receive 4-6 feet of snow that covers dry ground (it is still snowing as I write
this). And the later the snow, the better the spring runoff.

While 2020 will not prove an especially wet year, the state—and by extension, the
country— has dodged a lethal bullet. Had California in the midst of the epidemic,
whose spread is predicated on unhygienic behavior, been struggling also with
drought-induced water rationing—less bathing, hand-washing, cleaning—the
negative synergy could have been devastating.

Certainly, the public gloom would become endemic at being simultaneously ordered
to practice nonstop washing and cleaning, while also being ordered to save water
amidst a panic of hand cleanser and antiseptics hoarding and shortages.
 

Our Rivals

In geostrategic terms, we do not endure an absolute but rather a relative epidemic.
Like it or not, national rivalries continue at a time of plague. Our three greatest
rivals, China, Russia, and Iran are all faring far worse than are we in ways that
transcend the virus.

China’s brand is tarnished, despite its cheap and loud effort to Silkroad its way out
of the disaster. Sending medical supplies to Italy does not balance out earlier
sending hundreds of Chinese citizens with the virus to Italy, at a time the communist
government knew the disease was transmissible, and well established among the
Chinese population. It kept such knowledge from the world in general, and from its
clients like Italy in particular.

Nations, if wise, will question Chinese reliability, transparency, and truthfulness as
never before—despite likely Chinese discounts and outreach to maintain
relationships. Many will still conclude that the upside of cheap labor cancels out the
downside of dependency on such an unreliable and odious government partner.

In American terms, Trump’s supposedly quixotic effort to decouple key industries
from China will no longer be the stuff of bemused scorn, but the new orthodoxy, with
obvious advantages for the United States in terms of autonomy and autarky of life-
sustaining goods—not to mention U.S. jobs.

Iran was in extremis before the virus—oil price crashes, oil sales boycotted and
embargoed, unpopularity over killing 1,500 protestors and lying about shooting
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down a passenger airliner. Now its “China First” policy of relying on Beijing for help
in avoiding U.S. sanctions boomeranged in catastrophic fashion: their atheistic and
Islamic-persecuting Chinese patrons knowingly sent infectious people into Iran, with
the full knowledge of the risk to their supposed client.

Russia’s Middle East agendas were already stagnating, given that Syria is an
expensive hellhole that great powers are now wise to avoid, at least on the ground.
Crashed oil prices robbed Moscow of revenue. Its military buildup, Middle East
imperialism, and anti-American efforts are running short of cash. They will continue
to do so as both Saudi Arabia and the United States pump more oil.

There is a golden opportunity for U.S. corporations to return to America and to
become what has been called the new Roosevelt “arsenal of democracy,” the
world’s supplier of medical supplies and pharmaceuticals that nations count on in
times of crisis.
 

The Media

Everyone knew before just how biased and unprofessional the media had become
in its maniacal hatred of Donald Trump. But few appreciated how uneducated,
arrogant, and clueless about simple calculations and logic was this generation of
reporters that has emerged from politicized schools of journalism, which taught
therapy rather than knowledge, much less a code of conduct.

The media daily blares out preliminary models and data, without even the most
remedial context. They parrot the supposedly historic death rate of the virus, without
any knowledge that the denominator of virus cases is as inaccurate and misleading
as the numerator of deaths is mostly factual.

Then they seemed surprised that the death rate dips as tests and supposed cases
spread, without any appreciation that known cases are likely not representative of
the populace as a whole, but represent only those who were tested (80-90 percent
negative), and thus only of those who felt ill or were exposed enough to be tested.
Few tell us that a small percentage of those tested, when ill, have COVID-19, or the
death rate is warped by those over 70 with accompanying heart, respirator, and
cancer challenges.

When journalists talk of “20,000 cases!” they never remind their readers that nearly
99 percent recover from the virus that has stealthily been with us likely since mid-
January, and of those 20,000 or so cases, a large number of the sick are already
well. There is now a parlor game on the Internet of cutting and pasting clips from
cable news, PBS, and NPR to reveal how inane and unthinking reporters have
become.

Not so long ago, it was “bombshells,” “turning points,” “game-changers,” and “walls
are closing in” to assure us that Robert Mueller was about to indict the entire Trump
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team. And now “we will never be the same,” “worse than the 1918 flu,”
“xenophobia,” etc. have become the new parroting. Only an ignoramus or worse,
would employ the terms “Chinese virus” and “Wuhan flu” for most of January and
February, and then suddenly declare such terms racist when Donald Trump or his
supporters copied such common media parlance.

Whereas no one believed the media in the past, no one especially likes them now,
either. The more they in Pavlovian fashion equate coronavirus with the Spanish flu
epidemic of 1918, and Trump with Hitler, the more people, to the degree they hear
of such silliness, tune them out.
 

Relative Value?

I think one of the strangest of all sequelae to the virus and the lockdowns might be
the millions of high-paid Americans whose absences were hardly missed either by
the public or count much in subsequent economic analyses of damage to the
economy.

In a sophisticated society under lockdown, is it more existentially valuable to know
how to fix a toilet, replace a circuit breaker, or change a tire, or to be a New York
fashion designer, a Hollywood actor, or a corporate merger lawyer? At 9 p.m., when
you go downtown in need of a critical prescription, are you really all that furious that
a law-abiding citizen who has a gun and concealed permit is also in line—or would
you be more relieved that gun control laws might ensure that his ilk never enters an
all-night pharmacy?

So who is important and who not?

We were often told globalized elites on the coast were the deserved 21st-century
winners, while the suckers and rubes in-between had better learn coding or head to
the fracking fields.

But who now is more important than the trucker who drives 12-hours straight to
deliver toilet paper to Costco? Or the mid-level manager of Target who calibrates
supply and demand and is on the phone all day juggling deliveries before his store
opens? Or the checker at the local supermarket who knows that the hundreds of
customers inches away from her pose risks of infection, and yet she ensures that
people walk out with food in their carts? The farmworker who is on the tractor all
night to ensure that millions of carrots and lettuce don’t rot? The muddy frackers in
West Texas who make it possible that natural gas reaches the home of the
quarantined broker in Houston? The ER nurse on her fifth coronavirus of the day
who matter-of-factly saves lives?

Do we really need to ask such questions of whether the presence of the czar for
diversity and inclusion at Yale is missed as much as the often-caricatured cop on
patrol at 2 a.m. in New Haven?
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Do social justice student protestors who surround and heckle the politically
suspicious now in ones and twos also scream in the faces of the incorrect plumber
who unclogs their locked-down apartment drain?

The virus has reminded us again, but in an unorthodox fashion, that the world is
bifurcated by the degreed versus the non-college educated, rural versus urban,
sophisticates in opposition to supposed rubes—and the dichotomy has been telling.
I don’t suppose Rick Wilson will go on CNN again to do his fake-Okie accent to
ridicule the supposed unwashed, who deliver his food and energy, as viewers might
wonder what exactly was his expertise.

Will multibillionaire Mike Bloomberg really convince anyone that a farmer operates
by simplistic rote, and someone like himself is critical to America—one who
censored the politically incorrect reporting of his own journalists while he schemed
to find ways to capitalize Chinese Communist-owned companies with western
currencies—at huge multi-billion-dollar profits to himself?

When your refrigerator goes out under quarantine and your supplies begin to rot, do
you really need another rant from Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Calif.)—or do you rather
need a St. Michael Smith and St. Uriel Mendoza to appear out of nowhere as the
archangels from Home Depot to wheel up and connect a new one?

https://amgreatness.com/2020/03/22/the-virus-is-not-invincible-but-its-exposing-
whos-irreplaceable/
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