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Living in "Sudden Death Overtime"
According to new surveys, Americans believe the end times are here

Mark Hitchcock
4 hr ago

76 27

These days, the question I’m asked the most, by far, is something similar to this: How
much longer do you think it will be until Jesus returns? Or: How much longer do we have?

I’m being asked this question much more frequently than ever before. A few nights ago,
at a Christmas party, an older gentleman said to me, “The last ten years have changed

everything. I just don’t see how it can be much longer until Jesus returns.” I agreed. I’m
sure you have thought this lately or been asked something like this in recent days.

We are not alone in asking these questions. Everywhere one turns today, people seem to
have a growing, collective sense that our world is nearing closing time. I recently heard

https://substack.com/profile/66585624-mark-hitchcock
https://endtimes.substack.com/p/living-in-sudden-death-overtime/comments
javascript:void(0)
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F10700ac6-439c-4720-82b7-1c7c053a7ac9_4427x2953.jpeg


12/13/22, 1:25 PM Living in "Sudden Death Overtime" - by Mark Hitchcock

https://endtimes.substack.com/p/living-in-sudden-death-overtime?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email 2/6

a preacher say that it feels like we’re in “sudden death overtime.” I like that. It’s a very
descriptive way to portray the times we live in today. 

A recent Pew Research survey con�rms that many of us, in the current environment,

believe that we are reaching the end. Two recent articles highlighted the results of the
survey: 

“About four-in-ten U.S. adults believe humanity is ‘living in the end times,’” (Pew
Research Center, December 8, 2022)

“Shocking Number of Americans Believe We Are Living in the End Times,”

(Newsweek, November 28, 2022)

The Pew Research survey pointed to recent events that may contribute to the growing
sense that the end is near: 

Periods of catastrophe and anxiety, such as the coronavirus pandemic, have
historically led some people to anticipate that the destruction of the world as we

know it—the “end times”—is near. This thinking o�en has a religious component
that draws on sacred scripture. In Christianity, for example, these beliefs include
expectations that Jesus will return to Earth a�er or amid a time of great turmoil.

I agree that events like the pandemic can heighten the sense that the end of days is
approaching, but I believe it’s the overall convergence and acceleration of global events
that fuels the feelings people have about the end times. 

Here are some of the more interesting, speci�c �ndings from the Pew Research survey. 

In the United States, 39 percent of adults say they believe “we are living in the end
times,” while 58 percent say they do not believe we are living in the end times.

76 percent of adherents of the historically Black Protestant tradition and 63 percent
of evangelical Protestants said they believe humanity is living in the end times.

When asked if Jesus “will return to Earth someday,” more than half of all U.S. adults
(55 percent), including three-quarters of Christians, say this will happen.

Encouraging Survey Responses
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One-in-ten U.S. adults believe Jesus will de�nitely or probably return in their
lifetime.

I don’t know about you, but these numbers stunned me. 

Another recent survey asked a more pointed question. This one was commissioned by
The Joshua Fund, a Christian organization dedicated to blessing Israel:

“Do you agree or disagree that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine—which has ignited the biggest
land war in Europe since World War II—is one of the signs that Jesus spoke of in the Bible
when He warned that there would be “wars and rumors of wars” in the “last days” before His

return?”

Again, I was shocked to discover that 4 in 10 Americans answered “Yes.”

So, to summarize, this means that 10 percent of all Americans believe Jesus will
de�nitely or probably return in their lifetime, 55 percent believe He will return someday,
and 39 percent believe we are living in the end times—and that Russia’s invasion of

Ukraine is a speci�c sign. 

The Pew Research survey asked some very speci�c, insightful questions:

The survey also asked about other beliefs o�en associated with end-times theology:
Whether Jesus will return a�er a worsening of global conditions leads to a low point
for humanity (a view consistent with a theological belief known as
“premillennialism”), or whether Jesus will return a�er an improvement in conditions

leads to a high point of peace and prosperity (a view consistent with a belief called
“postmillennialism”).

I’m encouraged and a bit surprised that 20 percent of all Americans and 44 percent of
evangelicals take a premillennial stance on the end times. In other words, they believe
global conditions will worsen as the end approaches and that Jesus will physically return

and set up a literal 1,000-year reign on earth.

Wars and Rumors of Wars

https://www.joshuafund.com/learn/latest-news/exclusive-national-poll
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This is the the view that most accurately re�ects the teaching of the Old Testament and
the Book of Revelation.

While we get our understanding of the times from God’s Word, not surveys, these

�ndings reveal that belief about the end times and biblical prophecy is much stronger
and more pervasive than we might have suspected. This should stir each of us to be even
more committed to understand our times in light of biblical prophecy and live with a
sense of urgency, expectation, and faithful proclamation.

People today are hurting and seeking. And while we don’t know everything about the

future, it’s incumbent on us to be ready to give an answer to those who ask us about the
source of our hope (1 Peter 3:15). There’s never been a more exciting time to be alive, but
we must make sure we’re ready and able to rise to the challenge. 

May the Lord give us opportunities and boldness to be His ambassadors to those around
us who are seeking answers about this life and the life to come.   

27 Comments

Opportunities and Boldness

Write a comment…

Steven Gonzales 4 hr ago · edited 4 hr ago

I'm really struggling lately. It seems that all I do is sigh because of the wickedness that's out
there and it just keeps getting worse. Every time I turn around it seems that what I thought
was the bottom for us societally is really not the bottom and I wonder "Lord how much
longer". I cry a lot these days; I cry over the state of this world, I cry because I miss my family
that have gone on, and I cry because I lost one of the most precious gifts given to me (my
dog) earlier this year. The sadness I feel is overwhelming at times.

Comfort, if any, seems to be fleeting at best and I find myself longing for home. On top of
this I find myself wrestling with my flesh so badly at times that I really wonder if I belong to

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+3%3A15&version=NASB1995
https://substack.com/profile/13613300-tim-j-clark
https://substack.com/profile/16470268-steven-gonzales
javascript:void(0)
https://endtimes.substack.com/p/living-in-sudden-death-overtime/comment/11119541


12/13/22, 1:25 PM Living in "Sudden Death Overtime" - by Mark Hitchcock

https://endtimes.substack.com/p/living-in-sudden-death-overtime?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email 5/6

25 more comments…

11 replies

Jesus at all...

Tough times. Back when I got saved, I sure didn't picture myself feeling so despondent and
weak.

I used to think it would be amazing to live in the times before the return of Jesus. The thing I
didn't foresee was the agony of longing for home and the misery of having to live in this
cesspool watching evil flourish unchecked. In the midst of all this, I feel God's call to be a
pastor lol... truly the strangest times I have ever navigated. Years ago when my father died
and I saw God's promise of 20 years come to pass in saving a man that I though could not be
saved, the Lord spoke to me. I was lamenting that my (earthly) dad didn't leave us (me and
my siblings) any inheritance. He (the Lord) said "Steven, read Psalms 16". I don't know
scripture by heart like that, so I didn't know what Psalms 16 says. It's something I hold on to
in times like these:

"Preserve me, O God, for in You I put my trust. O my soul, you have said to the Lord, “You are
my Lord,

My goodness is nothing apart from You ” As for the saints who are on the earth “They areExpand full comment
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1 reply

Ted Lewis 4 hr ago

Ps Mark, that is absolutely brilliant! Those facts and figures speak volumes and I continually
pray for ‘opportunity and boldness’ - especially with some of the ‘roughknuckle crew’ I work
with in the Pilbara.

Thanks once again - soooo much looking forward to seeing Jesus soon 😊🙏
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